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Rector’s Message 

 

So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 

and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. Mark 16:8 

As of April 1st, Easter is upon us, my brothers and sisters!! Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia (we have 

been waiting a long time to say that)!! On Easter Sunday, I preached (will preach, depending on when 

you read this) on the Resurrection, according to Mark. Mark is far, far away the briefest of all the 

Gospels. At the end of the Easter reading, we have not yet seen Jesus raised, only talked about by the 

angel in the tomb. And the women who had come to the tomb, faithful as always, flee the tomb, “for 

terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone ...” The reaction of the 

women at the tomb, in Mark’s account, who witnessed the angels and were beginning to believe that 

something impossible had happened, was complete terror and amazement. We think of the 

Resurrection as being warm, fuzzy, and wonderful; and it is wonderful. But the Resurrection is powerful, 

brilliant, and threatens to overwhelm our senses. The God of all the universe has overturned Death and 

it is not silly at all to respond with awe and, perhaps, fear.   

Fear can be our reaction to the inbreaking power of God in Jesus Christ. Christ’s Resurrection is 

something that we cannot deny, as Christian witnesses. But Resurrection means that we are called to 

respond to God’s love, power, and grace. Can we fail to respond in the face of the wonder of the 

Resurrection?! We may still be trying to figure out what the Resurrection means to us; and that is 

completely okay. Many have only been able to respond with stunned silence, at the suddenness and 

improbability of Christ’s transformation from dead person to new creation, but still living Son of God. 

Jesus was Resurrected but not unchanged. How can we not be changed by the power of God; by being 

brought back to life by God’s desire to save us, free us, and gather us close to Himself? Fearful and 

awesome is the Resurrection in our story with God but if we can hold on, a little, and not run screaming 

and panicking at what God may be asking of us, in our post-Resurrection reality, we will hear the 

gentle, yet powerful voice of Jesus say, “Don’t be afraid. It is me.” Let us be moved by the love of Jesus; 

it is rough, gentle, powerful, and so very present. We need not be afraid. We need, we must, we are 

called to rejoice! But more importantly, we are called to reflect on what the Resurrection can mean in 

my life? How can the power, the idea, and the reality of Resurrection bring back to the life the parts of 

me that are dead? Not the same person, mind you, but a new and transformed creature? 

I share with you (on the next page) a beautiful reflection from 19th century English poet Christina 

Rossetti. 

In Christ, George+ 
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A Better Resurrection (Christina Rossetti) 

I have no wit, no words, no tears;  

My heart within me like a stone  

Is numb'd too much for hopes or fears;  

Look right, look left, I dwell alone;  

I lift mine eyes, but dimm'd with grief  

No everlasting hills I see;  

My life is in the falling leaf:  

O Jesus, quicken me.  

My life is like a faded leaf,  

My harvest dwindled to a husk:  

Truly my life is void and brief  

And tedious in the barren dusk;  

My life is like a frozen thing,  

No bud nor greenness can I see:  

Yet rise it shall—the sap of Spring;  

O Jesus, rise in me.  

My life is like a broken bowl,  

A broken bowl that cannot hold  

One drop of water for my soul  

Or cordial in the searching cold;  

Cast in the fire the perish'd thing;  

Melt and remould it, till it be  

A royal cup for Him, my King:  

O Jesus, drink of me.  

 

Warden’s Corner 

This past week I attended calling hours and the funeral of one of my wife’s uncles, Father Brian 

Tomlinson. Father Brian was a member of the Capuchin Order of the Franciscans. He was ordained 

in 1965 and, in addition to his responsibilities at the St. Lawrence Friary in Beacon, New York, he 

served as a rector in several Roman Catholic Parishes in New Jersey. He also served as a member of 

his Order’s Provincial Council and was twice elected as its Minister Provincial.   

While reflecting on Father Brian’s life of service to Christ, it struck me that, as members of St. James 

Parish, we, too, have many opportunities to serve by participating in the several activities which are 

in the process of being planned; they are noted in each Sunday bulletin as well as in the St. James 

Parish Epistle: some examples include becoming involved with a Spring Fundraiser, a Craft Fair in the 

Fall, or the work of the Outreach Ministry or joining the Prayer Team. The opportunities abound. In 

that regard, Skip Mason, Michael Slusarz and I met his past week to begin discussions concerning 

the Church properties. There are several physical issues that need to be addressed and if you are 

interested in joining us, please contact Skip, Mike, or me.   

Back to Father Brian — he enjoyed keeping in touch with his family, seven siblings, too many nieces 

and nephews to count, along with their families. He officiated at most family weddings and baptisms.  

And he most often ended his church services and his notes to family and others with the following: 

KEEP SMILING; GOD LOVES YOU AND ME, TOO. 

Seems like we should remember that as well.  

John Smith, Co-Warden 
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The Good Book Club 

Forward Movement, the organization that has, for many years, brought us the wonderful daily 

reflections on scripture, Forward Day by Day, was started in the 1930’s to encourage the daily 

reading of scripture. Part of their current mission is to build vital and vibrant congregations with ideas 

that include reading scripture and engaging it in community more frequently. To that end, they have 

teamed up with the Episcopal Church USA and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to 

bring us, through Forward Movement, a Lenten and Easter practice called, 

appropriately, The Good Book Club.  

Everyone at St. James is still invited to join The Good Book Club. We have Forward 

Day by Day quarterlies in the narthex wall rack and on the bookcase outside the 

Chapel. We encourage everyone to do a daily reading from Day by Day. During Lent we moved 

through the entirety of Luke. During Easter, we will continue our reading in Day by Day with The Acts 

of the Apostles, believed to have been written by Luke as well. A wonderful Lenten and Easter 

practice is to take up a brief, but regular reading of the Good Book and seeing what God unfolds for 

us there. Every Sunday, between the services, you are encouraged to come (even if for a few 

minutes), have some coffee with us, and join in the exciting discussions that unfold around our 

discoveries of how God is speaking to us in the Gospel of Luke. You need not join the conversation to 

take a Forward Day by Day. Please take one! 

 

 

 

First Sunday Breakfast 

Join us for warm and delicious pancakes served with scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage and plenty of 

hot coffee! The St. James Men's Group will again serve their much acclaimed breakfast from 8:45–

9:30 a.m. in the parish hall. Note that in April our Breakfast will be on the second Sunday, April 8th as 

the 1st is Easter! 

 

 

 

 

Lights – camera – action! It’s St. James Got Talent! 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, April 21st, 5–7 p.m. 

Can you dance? Sing? Tell a joke? Juggle? Magic tricks? Please join us for 

a night of entertainment, fellowship and surprise. Talents of all ages 

welcome! 

 Bring your favorite appetizers or dessert to share 

 Sign up to bless us with your talent And if you are interested in 

joining the St. James Thrillers for a fun dance routine (truly, you don't need dancing skills, just 

a sense of humor), contact Tracey Roberts at robertsrus6@gmail.com 

 Each act no longer than 4 minutes  

 Buy a few raffle tickets to win a basket prepared by the different ministry teams and/or 

donated by St. James parishioners (see article below) 

 Sell some raffle tickets to your family & friends. You do not have to be present at the event to 

win a basket, but you do have to buy a ticket!!  

 Proceeds from the raffle will be donated to the Dominican Republic Mission Trip Fund. 
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Get those themed gift baskets in! 

Raffle tickets go on sale SUNDAY, April 8th! 

Several Ministries at St. James have worked hard to provide themed Gift Baskets to be raffled off in 

a Tea Cup Auction held on the evening of St. James Got Talent scheduled on Saturday, 

April 21st. ALL proceeds will go towards this summer’s Dominican Republic Mission Trip.  Each Gift 

Basket needs to be completed and brought to the church by Saturday, April 7th if at 

all possible, so that the Gift Basket can be on view by parishioners for 2 Sundays 

prior to the Talent Show evening. Raffle Tickets will be sold starting on Sunday, 

April 8th. Tickets will be $1 for 1 Ticket or $10 for 15 Tickets. You need not be 

present at St. James Got Talent to win – just write your name and phone # on 

the back of each raffle ticket before turning them in. This is a fun way to raise money 

for our Mission Trip and you may just walk away with a wonderful Gift Basket on the evening of the 

Talent Show. Please let your friends and family know about this great fund raiser. If you have any 

questions, please contact Sheila Church at 860-559-2105 or ctbelle2@att.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Women of St. James Book Group’s next selection 

Join the Women of St James Book Group as we gather to discuss our next selection: 

 April 19th at 7 p.m. – The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. This is a compelling account of 

the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. It tells the stories of two men who shaped this event. One 

was a visionary architect who coordinated the construction of the fair. The other was a clever 

yet charming serial killer who used the fair to lure his victims. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dominican Republic Day – Sunday, April 29th 

On Sunday, April 29th, we will celebrate Dominican Day, in anticipation of our upcoming mission to 

the Dominican Republic and our ongoing relationship with the Episcopal Diocese of the Dominican 

Republic. Following a festive celebration during worship, we will adjourn to the 

parish hall for a lunch of Dominican dishes prepared by members of our 

parish. Be on the lookout for dishes (and the recipes to make them) in the 

Sunday bulletins. There will be a signup sheet for what you can make and 

bring to share. There will be advice, too, on where to buy certain dishes (such 

as empañadas) if you are so inclined. Join us for a day of festive celebration 

and shared ministry. 
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Outreach ministry update 

 Friendship Service Center – We continue to go to the soup kitchen on the 3rd Thursday of 

each month with usually 2-3 people. The Kitchen Director, Jerry Waldo, encourages our 

presence and support. The sign-up sheet to participate is on the parish hall bulletin board or 

see Armen Michalak Slusarz for more information about how you can participate. 

 Foodshare Walk Against Hunger – The date for this event will be Saturday, May 5th. See the 

article with more details later in this Epistle. 

 MLK Food Packing Event – We had a few folks from the parish take part in the event in 

January at the Farmington Valley American Muslim Center. See the article with more details 

later in this Epistle. 

 Gifts of Love PB&J collection – PB & J continues to be collected and delivered once a month 

to GOL – Keep it coming in! The basket for collection is at the top of the stairs just outside the 

sanctuary as you head to the Parish Hall. 

 Farmington Food Pantry in January & June – The Food Drive in January was very successful. 

We hope the same donation energy occurs during the June Food Drive. 

 Christ Church Cathedral/Toiletry Bags – Our dates in 2018 to provide Toiletry Bags during 

Church by the Pond are June 16th and October 20th. Be on the lookout in an upcoming Epistle 

on how you can contribute and participate. 

 Dominican Republic Mission Trip this summer - On Saturday, April 21st there will be a 

St. James Got Talent event in the Parish Hall. The DR Mission Team has asked that the 

Parish once again provide themed “Gift Baskets” to be raffled off in a Tea Cup Auction at this 

event. See article with more detail in this Epistle.   

Sheila Church, Outreach Chair 
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DREAMers and DACA 

Barb and I attended a forum on March 4, 2018, hosted by the Outreach Committee of the First 

Congregational Church, Farmington, on DREAMers and DACA. 

The DREAM Act (Development, Relief and Education for Minors Act) is a bipartisan bill first 

introduced in Congress in 2001 but still not passed today. Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) was enacted by Executive Order in 2012. Eight hundred thousand DREAMers have been 

granted deferred action under DACA. There are 8,000 DACA recipients in Connecticut. President 

Trump rescinded DACA and set a March 5, 2018 deadline to eliminate the program. The Supreme 

Court declared illegal the elimination of DACA and deferred to Congress the resolution of the DREAM 

Act. Congress has set no timeline to address the DREAM Act, therefore, leaving DREAMers with an 

uncertain future. 

Two Connecticut DREAMers from Danbury and New Britain told their stories. Their families left their 

home countries (Brazil and Mexico) seeking freedom, opportunity and safety Seeing the U.S. 

emigration process as confusing, requiring years of wait, and with no guarantee of acceptance, these 

families took major risks to find other ways into the United States. The Connecticut DREAMER are 

typical DREAMers. They arrived in the United States as children. They are now in their twenties and 

have spent more than 75% of their lives in the United States. They graduated from American public 

schools and colleges and they are gainfully employed. As DACA recipients, they are deemed as law-

abiding and pose no threat to national security or public safety. They consider themselves Americans 

but with Congress’s failure to act on the DREAM Act, they are in jeopardy of losing all they have 

achieved in, and contributed to, the United States. They will be cast as “illegal” and deportable. 

There are three things we can individually do. (1) At the national level, call or write Senators 

Blumenthal and Murphy and Representative Esty, urging them to pass a law (known as the DREAM 

Act or Hope Act) that would provide a pathway to citizenship for this group of immigrants.  

Senator Richard Blumenthal   Senator Chris Murphy   Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty 

90 State House Square, 10th floor Colt Gateway    1 Grove Street 

Hartford, CT 06103   120 Huyshope Avenue, Suite 401 Suite 600 

860-258-6940    Hartford, CT 06106     New Britain, CT 06053 

                                                              860-549-8463    860-223-8412 

(2) At the State level, call or email State Senator Beth Bye (via Legislative Aide Susie Gardiner) at 

860-240-0428; State Senator Terry Gerratana (via Legilsative Aide Terri Reid) at 

Terri.Reid@cga.ct.gov or 860-240-0584; State Representative Mike Demicco at 

Mike.Demicco@cga.ct.gov or 860-240-0584; and State Representative Derek Slap at 

Derek.Slap@cga.ct.gov or 860-240-8585. Ask them to support House Bill 5031 (HB5031) to 

equalize access to institutional financial aid for immigrant students. HB5031 is An Act Concerning 

(AAC) Equalizing Access To Student Generated Aid. Institutional financial aid is funded by tuition 

revenue. Undocumented immigrant students pay into this fund but do not have access to these 

funds because they are undocumented. This Act will equalize access to student-generated, 

institutional aid at Connecticut public colleges and universities regardless of immigration status. The 

Connecticut Office of Fiscal Analysis calculated that this Act would have no budgetary impact. Border 

states such as California, New Mexico and Texas have adopted similar, common-sense reforms.   

(3) Sign an online petition at bit.ly/C4Dpetition2018. 

E pluribus unum and In God We Trust. 

Ed Preneta 
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35th Annual Foodshare Walk Against Hunger 

 

Please join the St. James Heelers as we support the New Britain Friendship Service Center by 

contributing and/or walking in the 35th Annual Foodshare Walk Against Hunger. This year's event will 

be held on Saturday, May 5th at Dunkin’ Donuts Park, home of the Hartford Yard Goats. The event is 

fun-filled and family-friendly with activities, music and giveaways. Who benefits? Funds raised from 

the Walk support Foodshare and partner programs such as the New Britain Friendship Service 

Center, who serve the 127,000 people in Hartford and Tolland counties struggling with food 

insecurity. The funds also support long-term efforts to increase access to healthy food and address 

the underlying issues that contribute to hunger.  Someone from the St. James Outreach Ministry will 

be in the Parish Hall on Sundays April 15th, 22nd, and 29th to recruit financial supporters AND 

Walkers for the Walk Against Hunger. Please stop by our table and contribute generously and 

consider joining the St. James Heelers team and walk with us on Saturday, May 5th. If you would like 

to donate and/or sign up to walk online, send an email to the St. James Heelers team captain, 

Sheila Church, at ctbelle2@att.net and she will send you the link to the Team Page. We can all work 

together to knock hunger out of the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating April birthdays! 
 

Karen Young 

Donna Wilkie 

Kathy Roach 

Susan Brockman 

Jane Dolan 

Katrina Mason 

Edward Costello 

Nina Hayes 

Ruth Torrence 

Eric Johansen 

Karis Bittner 

Arthur Phinney 

Wyatt Chambers 

Judy Reardon 

Joe Watkin 

Buzz Dolan
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Fourth Annual MLK Day of Service Food Packing Event 

On Saturday January 13th, the fourth annual Martin Luther King Day of Service food packing event 

was held at the Farmington Valley American Muslim Center (FVAMC) in Avon. Farmington Valley 

American Muslim Center - annual MLK foodpacking event. In Hartford county, the 3rd neediest county 

in New England, nearly 18% of children live in families that lack steady access to enough nutritionally 

adequate food to maintain an active, healthy life.  

Around our community families are forced to make trade-offs between important basic needs, such 

as housing or medical bills, and purchasing nutritionally adequate foods. Khamis Abu-Hasaballah the 

president of the FVAMC, and his wife Noora Brown, sponsored the event, along with the FVAMC, in 

partnership with Lutheran minister Matthew Martin, the Northeast regional manager of the Outreach 

Program Inc. 

 

The all–important prep work – Deb Agrella, 

Felicia DeDominicis, Khamis Abu-Hasaballah & 

Sheila Church labeling the bags. 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Larkin and her crew on the production line, 

measuring out and filling the bags with oats, soy 

nutrients and apples & cinnamon. 

 

 

Together we made 25,000 meals that went to local food pantries, including Gifts of Love. The cost of 

each bag of food is $1.00, which will feed 6 people. The FVAMC, the host of the event, raised a 

significant amount of money to offset the cost.  As well, cash and check donations were happily 

accepted during the event, to help defray the cost. The food was delivered in 50 lb. bags and boxes. 

This operation was so smooth, with 4 working production lines set up on long table tops. Volunteers, 

including Sheila Church, Linda Larkin, Joyce Bettencourt, Felicia DeDominicss, Deb Agrella and Bob 

Raupach from St. James Episcopal Farmington, were stationed at a bin filled with the dried food 

item, and the food item was scooped out with measuring cup accuracy and deposited into a clear 

plastic bag. The next couple of folks weighed the plastic bag and either added or took away dried 

ingredient, depending upon the results of the scale.  Once the bag was at the precise weight, it was 

passed down to individuals who heat sealed the bag and then it was packed into a large box for 

delivery to the food pantry. Everyone had an extremely important role in this assembly line, from 

placing expiration stickers on the plastic bags (before they were filled with the dried food), to 

measuring out the food to eventually packing the end result! We packaged a new breakfast meal; 

dried apples, dry protein soy flakes and dry cinnamon oatmeal. All meals were earmarked for 

distribution to FoodShare, and organizations like the Gifts of Love backpack program and other local 

food pantries. 

What was especially important was that before the process began, the Outreach Program Inc., asked 

the recipients of the donated food items what they think their clients would like. Some of the meals 

are rice and beans, pasta with a red sauce, macaroni and cheese - to the one we packed, which was 

the breakfast oatmeal. The breakfast oatmeal contained 29 vitamins and minerals; an extremely 

nutritious meal! 

[Continued on next page] 

http://www.fvamc.org/annual-foodpacking-event/
http://www.fvamc.org/annual-foodpacking-event/
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Clockwise from top left – Local Girl Scouts assisting the 

Outreach Program coordinator setting up and explaining the 

food packing process. Note the 50 lb. bags of oatmeal and soy 

protein in the background. Lots of heavy lifting filling the bins. 

Carefully measuring, filling and sealing individual bags. The 

completed boxes almost reaching the ceiling! 

 

This event was especially meaningful, as it was a wonderful 

opportunity to work alongside our Muslim neighbors and folks 

from several other Christian churches from different towns.  

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, locally elected officials, community 

organizers, civic organizations and entire young (and young at 

heart) families all participated. It was a great mix of peoples 

working together for a common goal. Everyone who 

volunteered was joyous, helpful and full of hope for a bright 

future! 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Event: Bring Your Own Utensil! 
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, April 15th, 3:00–4:30 p.m. 

Those in grades 6–12 are invited to a “Bring Your Own Utensil” Youth Group event. Bring 

utensils such as wooden spoons, spatulas, serving forks, egg beaters, or anything else 

you might like for a whole heap of crazy games and other surprises! We are going to have 

a great time hanging out, eating dinner together, and spend time with me, St. James’ 

new Youth Minister, Amy! Don't miss out on a great afternoon together! Please let me 

know in person or via email amy.sjyouthminister@gmail.com if you are able to make it! 

 

 

 

 

 

Church school news 

Our First Sunday adventure for April occurs on March 25th, when we will gather to make our own 

"palms" as we continue our Lenten story. The younger children will make their own "palms" to place 

under the sandals we made earlier in March while the older children will make palm crosses from 

real palms. Join us in the Parish Hall after the Palm Processional through the streets on Palm 

Sunday! 

** NO CHURCH SCHOOL on April 1st (Easter) or on April 8th (first Sunday of public school spring 

break). Church school resumes on Sunday, April 15th ** 

During March's First Sunday, our children had a great time making sandals from their footprints.  

Now they are walking on the walls in the Church School wing!  Jesus must have had sore feet walking 

through the wilderness for 40 days wearing sandals on his feet. 

We invite children of all ages to join us in our First Sunday adventures at 10:00. 

Tracey Roberts & Kathy Roach 

mailto:amy.sjyouthminister@gmail.com
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Would you consider joining in the “Altar Flower Delivery” Ministry? 

Every Sunday the Altar Guild removes the altar flowers from the altar following the second service, 

places the arrangements in portable containers, and leaves them for the Altar Flower Delivery 

Ministry volunteer. These volunteers then take the arrangements to parishioners who are shut–in, 

recuperating from an illness, injury or surgery, celebrating one of life’s milestones, 

in need of cheering up, or just to thank someone for their thoughtfulness. It really 

is a blessing to see how this small act can brighten someone’s day. I invite you to 

please join the Altar Flower Delivery Ministry and see how this small act can not 

only bless your fellow parishioners, but bring a blessing to you too. This is not a 

huge commitment and you will be asked to deliver flowers 4 times or less a year.  

If you are interested in joining the Altar Flower Delivery Ministry, please call Sheila Church at 860–

673–3844 or email at ctbelle2@att.net. During Lent there are no altar flowers to deliver, so please 

take this time to pray and consider joining this wonderful ministry.  

Thank you – Sheila Church 

 

 

 

 

In This Corner 
from the Prayer Team 

From time to time, the Prayer Team shares things that they have found helpful, in the hopes that you 

may find them helpful, too. 

I confess I have a tendency to worry about things; to keep them churning around inside myself. Does 

this happen to you? We know nothing has ever been changed by worry, and it only serves to sap the 

strength we need! Here is the Apostle Paul's prescription, writing to the Philippians... 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication (petition), 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:6-7] 

Words of wisdom indeed.                Donna Paye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz: armenmichalak@sbcglobal.net, 860-674-9206 

Carol Kirkwood: ckirkwood@snet.net, 860-793-2247 

Donna Paye: djp2947@att.net, 860-673-0097 

Pat Clark: jardinage45@yahoo.com, 860-243-9334 
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Our Vestry committed, last fall, to engaging in a process we all know as RenewalWorks, a program for 

parishes interested in spiritual growth and renewal. In January, we began the first step in our journey 

of discovery and renewal by engaging the Spiritual Life Inventory. The SLI is intended to give us data 

about where we say we are spiritually and where we would like to go, among other things. Over 60 

St. James parishioners took the Inventory and we heard many good things about folk’s spiritual 

sensibilities being stirred by the process and questions therein 

We assembled a wonderful team who is taking the next step in the 

RenewalWorks process. Our hope is that engaging the questions 

around spiritual life and growth in this particular way, will be a major 

step for us moving forward. The RenewalWorks process is geared 

toward encouraging parishes to go deeper into their spiritual here and 

now with an eye toward where God may be calling us to go. One of the primary functions of the 

church is to challenge and encourage us to find ways to grow our sense of God’s presence in our 

lives. Awareness of where we are can create fertile ground in which that sense of God can grow, 

strengthen, and become contagious.  

The St. James RenewalWorks Team is Carol Kirkwood, Ann Monroe-Baillargeon, Tracey Roberts, 

Victoria Costello, Julia Grieco, Michael Slusarz, Andrea Harris, Joyce Bettencourt, George Roberts, 

with Felicia DeDominicis and Donna Paye serving as co-facilitators. 

 

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

We will have our annual Egg Hunt following the 10:15 a.m. Easter Sunday service. All children who 

wish to participate in our Easter Egg Hunt will be asked to exit the worship space with their families 

after the service through the door by the piano and down the stairs to the parish hall. The eggs will 

be hidden during a brief period after the service concludes. Our hope 

is that everyone will eat some cake, cookies, etc. and share some time 

of joyous fellowship. When the eggs are hidden, we will take the 

youngest children (toddlers through kindergarten) to the lawn in front 

of the main church doors (upstairs). A moment or two later, we will 

take children from 1st–6th grade out across the patio to the lower lawn. 

The age split helps create a more level playing field in the search for eggs. We ask parents to please 

encourage their older children to be mindful of those younger ones around them; we want everyone 

to enjoy the experience. There will be a multitude of eggs and everyone should be able to find plenty! 

And, yes, we will have a backup plan, should the weather not cooperate Easter morning.  

 

 

 

 

Your picture in a brochure or on the website? 

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various church activities on our website and in publications 

(like this Epistle). If you prefer that your photo NOT be displayed, please contact the parish office; we 

maintain a list of members whose likeness is not to be shared.  
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Summary of Vestry Minutes – February 11, 2018 

MINUTES FOR JANUARY, 2017 
John moved to accept the minutes, Todd and Cathie seconded, unanimous vote to accept the 

minutes. 
 

MINISTRY REPORTS 
Finance/Treasurer’s report – January, 2017 (see EJ’s report) 

It is noted that one can’t make any specific comment on one month’s data. 

John moved to accept the report, Cathie seconded, unanimous vote to accept the report. 

Outreach 

There is a meeting next Sunday between the services. 

Grinder sale: 

 Waiting on final amount, so far $800 after expenses! More than we expected. 

 One more DR fundraiser coming up. 

 Naples donated a lot, is there any way to make that known to the parish? We have thanked 

them in a formal way with a letter.  

 Congratulations to Trish for running a very successful event. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
RenewalWorks: 

 We had 63 total participants in the survey. The goal of 60 participants was a number they 

gave us based on average Sunday adult attendance of 85 which was a guess as we don’t 

track adults separately from children. 

 The facilitators have met. Workshop 1 is on February 21st. 

 Keep the process in your prayers.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Parochial Report is a report that goes to the Diocese with attendance, communicants, budget, etc. It 

is used to determine our Diocesan apportionment, 10% of our two years’ trailing pledge income. 

Discussion about making the parish more aware of this amount ($29,000) as well as what it is used 

for. There are things a church can’t do if in arrears with apportionment (borrow money, call a Rector). 

John moved to submit the report as prepared, Todd seconded, unanimous vote in favor. 
 

Facilities rentals: One of the ways we could maximize use of our beautiful space is to rent out the 

hall. We would have to think about what to charge, rules surrounding alcohol being served, and 

whether we would allow a fundraiser or something that charged for admission (which we’ve said no 

to in the past). We want to know what other parishes  and organizations are doing. The issue is 

tabled until we see what the current policy and documentation are. 
 

RECTOR’S THOUGHTS 
 Next Vestry meeting is Monday, March 19th. Evening Prayer is at 6:30. 

 The Good Book Club – find some spiritual practice to engage in during Lent and always – the 

Forward Day-by-Day booklets are in the Narthex and Chapel hallway. 

 Nametags –  Vestry leads the way 
 

We closed in prayer and adjourned at 2:54 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  
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Holy Week Services 

Holy Week, which begins on March 25th with Palm Sunday, is the most important week of our 

liturgical year. Often called “Passion Week,” the week following the Sunday of Palms should bring us 

to a fuller and deeper understanding and appreciation of how much God loves us and sacrificed for 

us. As Christians, Holy Week is a time for us to be more focused on our own spiritual life and coming 

to terms with priorities, the need for reconciliation, and anticipating Easter’s promise. I encourage 

you to come to as many services as is possible for you and your family during the course of the week. 

Below is a synopsis of each of our services of Holy Week. 

Sunday, March 25th, Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday – as part of our regular Sunday 

worship we gather to celebrate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem and read the Passion 

story. We commemorate this with a special procession beginning at the corner of High 

Street and Mountain Road (for the 10:15 service only; we will gather outside the 

church for the 8 o’clock service). We will sing, wave our Palm fronds, and march as 

with Christ as we come to the Church. Please gather at the High Street corner at 9:45 a.m. as we will 

process together with First Church parishioners. 

Wednesday, March 28th at 7 p.m. Tenebrae – Tenebrae literally means ‘darkness’ or 

‘shadows’ in Latin. We present a series of wonderful readings as 7 candles are extinguished 

one at a time, until even the “Christ” candle is hidden, as if in the tomb. Tenebrae prepares 

us for the coming three days of Holy Week. 

Thursday, March 29th at 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday – Maundy is from the Latin maunde, mande, and 

mandatum, meaning “an order.” On the night before Jesus died He said to His disciples, “a new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another” (John 13:34). We wash each 

other’s feet, as we may be willing, as a sign of our own call to serve one another in 

humility and love, as Jesus commanded. The Holy Sacrament is taken out of the church 

and placed “in repose” in the Chapel, until the next day. Traditionally, the parish keeps 

vigil, with volunteers who will spend an hour “with Jesus,” through the night, as He goes through His 

arrest and trial. 

Friday, March 30th at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m., Good Friday – our mid–day service will be an intimate, 

contemplative service with short readings, Taizé music, and much time for reflection. At the 7 p.m. 

service we will observe the Veneration of the Cross, and taking of Holy Eucharist from 

the Reserved Sacrament, honoring Jesus as He lays dark in the tomb. For a fleeting 

moment, we feel outside the reach of Jesus, who is taken from us and placed into the 

ground, away from us. The low point of Holy Week, as Jesus dies on the Cross. 

Saturday, March 31st at 7:30 p.m., The Great Easter Vigil – at sundown we process into 

the Church from the front lawn, after the lighting of the Easter fire outside, and begin with 

the glorious strains of the Exsultet. After readings and remembering Jesus’ sacrifice, we 

bring up the lights and find the joy of Alleluia again, for the first time since before Ash 

Wednesday. Jesus is risen! A beautiful and powerfully moving liturgy.  

Easter Sunday, April 1st at our usual times (8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.) – Jesus is risen 

indeed! Joy abounds as we celebrate with uplifting music. An Easter egg hunt will follow 

the second service, after we have gathered in the parish hall for fellowship and 

refreshments. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
       

1 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

EASTER  

9:00 & 11:30 

Coffee Hour 

 

2 
 

Parish office 

closed 

3 
 

 

 
 

4 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 

RenewalWorks 

Workshop 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

5 
10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

7 
 

 

8 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 First Sunday 

Breakfast;  Adult 

Form.– Good Book 

Club 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

9 
 

 

 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

14 
 

15 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult Form.– 

Good Book Club 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

3:00 Youth Group: 

bring your own 

utensil! 

16 
May Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Boy 

Scouts 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

19 
 

9:30 Prep & 

serve lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

 

7:00 Women’s 

Book Club 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

21 
 

5–7 pm 

St. James 

Got 

Talent! 

22 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult Form.– 

Good Book Club 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

7:00 Boy 

Scouts  

25 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

26 
 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

28 
 

 

1:00 

Lawrence 

family 

committal 

29 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult Form.– 

Good Book Club  

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School  

11:30 DR Day 

Lunch; DR Team 

meeting 

30 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

View the entire calendar of events at our webpage: www.stjamesfarmington.org upcoming events.  

http://www.stjamesfarmington.org/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: 

We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. JAMES PARISH 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 

 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Moffat                Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

Kimberly Tuttle                  Nursery Supervisor 

 

OFFICERS 
Cathie Martin & John Smith, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer  

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer  

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  

VESTRY 
      2018                                2019     2020 

Bill Raymond             Cathie Martin             Julia Grieco  

Chris Roach                   Ann Monroe–Baillargeon     Rebecca McFarland  

John Smith               Todd Root            Dona Waugh  

 

ST. JAMES PARISH 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032 

 


