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When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him from their sight. [Acts 1:9] 

Ascension Day is not until the end of the month; May 30th, to be exact. Even as I write this article, I am 

still a bit caught up in the hazy joy of Easter Sunday, Resurrection Day. The disciples would learn, 

during the days that followed Jesus’ rising to life from death, that the ministry they had begun to 

haltingly believe in would continue and be transformed. I don’t imagine that they really believed, once 

He had risen, that Jesus would leave them again, no matter what He might have told them. He was 

alive! Jesus was with them again, but now in what must have appeared to be in an unstoppable, all–

powerful way. Yet, the beginning of Luke’s book of the Acts of the Apostles tells us that, after being with 

the disciples for a time after the Resurrection, Christ was taken into heaven, physically away from 

them, for the final time. He was gone again. Even so, Luke’s Gospel tells us, after Jesus ascends, the 

disciples “… returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the Temple blessing 

God.” [Luke 24:52] 

Resurrection Day (Easter) can be a time of heady bliss. But Resurrection gives way to the notion that 

there is work to be done. Christ’s physical departure is/was a reminder to the disciples and to us that 

though Jesus lives, he has given us all that we need to do His work and will in the world. The world has 

not stopped turning because Christ rose from the dead. The world has not stopped the violence that 

has plagued it since the beginning; Christ’s victory over death did not stop death from occurring. Just a 

few days ago, more than 300 people, mostly Christians, were killed in Sri Lanka. People were killed, 

while worshipping God in Christ’s name, because they were doing so. And people, young and old, rich 

and (mostly) poor continue to bear much injustice and violence in this world God created. We are 

reminded that the risen and ascended Christ is not physically here, but he continues to call to us. How 

do we hold onto the power and energy of the Resurrection? How can we be dispensers of Resurrection 

joy and blessing, even in the face of an often-non-believing, weary, and distracted old world? We must 

do it together, supporting each other in the work of joy and ministry, in listening to the pain and need of 

others, and in going out where the people are. Resurrection has happened and Christ is still with us, 

though in Spirit and truth. Let us be the body of Christ’s Resurrection that continues in the world, offer 

a bit of humor, hope, and joy as we may, the reality that Christ is Risen. 

In Christ, George+ 

            
Save the dates: 

Saturday, May 4th – Church by the Pond, Hartford, 1:45 pm 

Sunday, May 5th during 10:15 am service– Youth Sunday 

Saturday, May 11th at 5 pm, St. James Got Talent 

Sunday, May 19th at 10:15 am – Recognition of our Confirmands 

Thursday, May 30th at 7 pm Evensong (with reception to follow) – Celebrating our Choir 

Saturday, June 1st at 10 am, Confirmation of our Candidates, St. Luke’s, Darien 

Sunday, June 9th during 10:15 am service – Recognition of our graduates 

St. James Parish 

Epistle 
Rector’s Message 
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Warden’s Corner 

Warm weather welcome to you all! 

See! The winter has past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the 

season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land. The fig tree forms its 

early fruit; the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. Arise, come, my darling; my beautiful 

one, come with me. [Song of Songs 2:11-13] 

Renewal is so important for not just the earth, but for us well. Sometimes to take a step back and 

allow our body and spirit to fill with the peace and goodness of nature gives us something that we 

may not be able to put into words, but recharges us all just the same. 

This is yet another gift God gives us. He allows us to see and feel renewal on a daily basis, if we 

simply slow down enough to notice. 

This is one of the many blessings I am so grateful for, this time of year especially. 

Take the time to look and listen; good things are happening all around us. 

Many, many blessings to you all. 

Warmly, 

Cathie Martin, Co-Warden 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry Updates  

I cannot believe it is already May!! For our final month of Church School, the youth will be hosting a 

Spring Youth Sunday and Coffee Hour on May 5th!! Youth will be presenting readings, songs, and 

even the homily! After the service, please join us for a fun themed coffee hour! If your youth is not 

being confirmed, please let me know if they are interested in participating! 

Thank you everyone for an AWESOME church school year, and we are excited to finish strong! Our 

last day of Church School will be May 19th. I am already looking forward to next year and the many 

events and activities we will do! 

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 

 

 

 

Confirmation Corner 

The confirmation classes for the month will be May 19th from noon–2 p.m. The focus of the class will 

be exploring the seasons of the church year and examine some of the materials used in worship. We 

will be discussing how all who are baptized are ministers in the church, and how the church 

sometimes sends mixed messages about that. We will explore the basic tenets of other major world 

religions and do an evaluation of the program and brainstorming about youth’s ongoing 

ministry in the church and the world. 

To end out the confirmation classes, the youth will be presented to the congregation on 

May 19th during the service and their mentors will be recognized. The confirmands will 

present an important bible passage to them and what ministry they shadowed. We are 

looking forward to our Confirmation at 10 a.m. on June 1st at St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church in Darien. I am so proud of all our youth have learned and accomplished over 

the past 8 months! 

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 
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First Sunday Breakfasts 

Dare we hope that April will bring us Springtime? Join us for warm and delicious 

pancakes served with scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage and plenty of hot coffee! The 

St. James Men's Group will again serve their much acclaimed breakfast from 8:45–

9:30 a.m. in the parish hall. See you there on May 5th! 

 

 

 

Church school updates 

Our last month of Church School for this school year ... time flies! Church School made a $26.35 

donation to American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem from donations the children 

made to Sparks. Thank you for your support!! 

The children celebrated Palm Sunday as a large group making Palm crosses and sharing time of 

Fellowship. During May, they will spend time wrapping up classroom lessons. Please note, Sunday 

May 19th will be the last class for Church School until the Fall (we will regroup on September 8th for 

our first class back).  

IMPORTANT: We need volunteers to help teach our youth!!!! Please use on the following link to see 

the many ways you can give the gift of time and engage with the spiritual minds of St. James children 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848A9A92CA5FB6-stjames or you can let me know your 

desired teaching assignment. 

Thank you and blessings for a wonderful summer! 

Julia Grieco 

 

 

 

Church by the Pond coming on Saturday, May 4th 

Church by the Pond – May 4th, St. James will once again participate in Church by the Pond in 

Bushnell Park. Please contact Jessica Watkin with any questions! Here are some ways you can be 

involved in this important ministry:  

 Sign up to make a financial donation to purchase the personal care and warm-weather items 

needed for the kits. The sign-up sheet is in the narthex. Make your check payable to St. James 

Parish with Church by the Pond in the memo 

 Sign up to attend Church by the Pond on May 4th at 

1:45 p.m., worship in Bushnell Park, and hand out the 

toiletry kits. This is a family-friendly event. The sign-up 

sheet is in the narthex. These worship opportunities 

have become one of the most important events of our 

family’s year.  

 Drop off new, unopened individual-sized toiletries 

from your travels in the blue bin that is in the narthex. 

We give these “hotel goodies” to Christ Church Cathedral to hand out to guests at their soup 

kitchen. 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848A9A92CA5FB6-stjames
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St. James Got Talent! 

Our annual variety/entertainment extravaganza is set for Saturday, May 11th at 5 p.m. Please place 

this event into your calendar. We do this potluck, and ask folks to bring a “heavy” hors d’oeuvres to 

share. Additionally, be thinking about the talent you can share with us: music, singing, poetry, 

comedy, skits, dance … .whatever you are willing and able to share! We will 

love it and receive it and have fun!!! We only ask that each act be kept to 4 

minutes or less! A signup sheet is on the parish hall ramp bulletin board. 

 

 

 

Adult Formation opportunities 

Our Bible Study, as our year of “Who is Jesus to me, really” continues, now delves deeper into Luke’s 

Gospel, We are reading a bit more rapidly than we did with Matthew, but we will, nonetheless, 

continue into the fall. We are using an edition of For Everyone by N. T. Wright, based on inquiries 

relative to Luke’s Gospel. The books are $10; see Fr. George if you would like to purchase one. He 

looks forward to continuing the exploration with you through the eyes of Luke, the Physician.” It is 

never too late to get involved in the study; simply join us during the time between the 8 o’clock. and 

10:15 services on Sunday. 

 

 

 

Prayer Team 

This month, we welcome two new members to the Prayer Team. Felicia DeDominicis and Bill Church 

begin their preparation for this ministry, and join current team members Pat Clark, Armen Slusarz, 

Carol Kirkwood, Donna Paye, and Jane Inrig.  

As a reminder, members of the Prayer Team are always available to pray with you or offer prayers for 

any person or situation. Our contact information appears below. It is completely confidential. Names 

given to us do not appear in the “public” prayers as they appear in the 

Sunday bulletin ... unless that is specifically requested. 

On the second Sunday of each month, we offer Healing Prayer in the 

Chapel during the 10:15 service. During the Summer, it is offered at the 9:00 service. We hope to be 

able to offer this at the 8 o’clock service as well in the near future. Here, members of the team are 

available to pray "in person" with you during Communion, as you return from the altar rail 

And as we pray for you, we ask you to pray for us. May all that we say and do be for the glory of God 

and the health of his people. 

A gentle person treads lightly, listens carefully, looks tenderly, and touches with reverence ... 

Let's dress ourselves with gentleness. In a tough and often unbending world, our gentleness 

can be a vivid reminder of the presence of God among us.                                    Henri Nouwen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz 

Carol Kirkwood 

Donna Paye 

Pat Clark 
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Summary of Vestry Minutes – March 28, 2019 
Present: Todd Root, Dona Waugh, Mimi Hostetter, Julia Grieco, Robyn Shover, Jessica Watkin, 

EJ Ososki, Michael Slusarz, Kim Pereira 

Absent: Fr. George Roberts, Cathie Martin, Rebecca McFarland 

 

MINUTES  

MOTION (Michael) to approve the January minutes, Dona seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION (Todd) to approve the February minutes, Julia seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

Finance/Treasurer’s report for February, 2019 – EJ Ososki 

 On the income side we are about $7,000 behind. Noted that it is only the second month of 

the year and that about $1,400 of this “shortfall” is due to timing of prior year pledges which 

we anticipate arriving later this year. 

 On the expense side we are about $5,000 ahead of plan. About $4,000 of this is due to the 

expenses around snow removal. There was about another $1,000 of additional expenses 

related to a plumbing issue in the rectory. 

 Noted that this is a similar pattern to what we saw last year. 

 The investments bounced back a bit from year end. It was noted that invested funds 

dividends come in quarterly. 

MOTION (Mimi) to approve the Treasurer’s report, Michael seconded, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Sabbatical 

Tree Planting 

 Joyce Bettencourt received a $750 quote on tree and prep, plus containers for soil from 

parishioners’ homes, businesses, and sites connected to St. James, including the rectory. 

Breakfast, Sunday, June 23rd at 9 am in the parish hall – Cathie Martin 

 Planning is in good shape. 

Dinner, Saturday, September 28th, following the Living History tour – Dona Waugh 

 Catered by Naples, possibly delivered; Youth to be the servers; Italian décor theme 

 Can we accommodate 100 people in that style; there is a Fire Marshal number that is a 

maximum number of people who can be in the hall, to be investigated 

 Dessert TBD, budget might provide 

Opening Day 

 Still needs to have some energy especially for new membership 

 Promote something, signage out front for Opening Day of Church School 

Living History Tour 

 Bill Church has quote of $1,300 from Dattco for two 24-seat shuttles 

 We will need to consider a way to gather sign-ups, consideration of who is guiding the tour, 

getting language written around the purpose and the connection to Sabbatical and the 

workshops 

Long-Term Supply 

 LOA with Bob Stockdale is signed, needs signature of Wardens to be finalized (copy for Vestry) 
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Workshops 

 September 10th, 18th, and 26th, from 6:30-8:00 pm and Saturdays September 14th and 21st , 

beginning at 10 am 

 Wardens to meet with Rev. Cindy Maybeck at summer’s end to discuss the workshop for 

children and families to be held one Saturday 

 Cindy will be at our service on September 8th to kick this off and help with publicity 

Stewardship 2019 

 Vestry considering a way to engage the children of the Parish in some developmentally 

appropriate pledging and giving in order to develop a culture of stewardship. 

 There will be meetings this spring to establish a vision; the summer will be used to get 

everything ready and line up the plan, the letters, the testimonials; the Stewardship season 

launches in August 

 Needed: People who want to help with stewardship on the committee, we need a chair or co-

chairs, someone to coordinate brochure preparation with Laura Vacca 

 Needed: A parishioner is willing to take on the planned giving and legacy society work, which 

is a separate but related piece of business 

 Tentative timeline includes Dinner of Thanksgiving for Stewardship, Saturday November 16th , 

at 5 pm and ingathering of pledges on Sunday, November 17th 

 

MOTION (Kim) to adjourn the meeting, EJ seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

We closed in prayer and adjourned at 8:24 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk 

 

 

 

Celebrating May birthdays! 
 

Bob Stanek 

Nancy Thompson 

Kandra Bittner 

Lindsay Hillemeir 

Spencer Rice 

Kody Bittner 

Gina Pines 

Chloe Roberts 

George Cadigan 

John McBride 

EJ Ososki 

Evan Wahl 

Vanessa Reynolds 

Travis Church 

Sally Moss 

Libby Chambers 

 

Madeleine Sullivan 

Elizabeth Hillemeir 

Gisli Ingimarsson 

Mary Lansing 

Betsy Bailey 

Gunni Propiescus 

Carol Kirkwood 

MJ Greaves 

Brian Bullard 

Sonia Mason 

Tom Mason 

Jake Lapointe 

Olivia Lathrop 

Victoria Lathrop 

Jane Johansen 

J. D. Stanek



 
 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

1 
HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

2 
10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

6:30 Hartford 

Power Squadron 

7:00 

Stewardship 

3 
8:00 

Breakfast 

Club Network 

9:00 Piano 

Competition 

 

7:00 AA 

4 
9:00 Piano 

Competition 

 

1:45 Church 

by the Pond in 

Bushnell Park 

5 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 First Sunday 

Breakfast; 

Outreach Ministry; 

Adult formation: 

Who is Jesus to me, 

really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:15 YOUTH 

SUNDAY 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

3:00 Piano 

Compet. Winners’ 

recital 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

8 

HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Hartford 

Power Squadron 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 AA 

11 
10:00 Sheriffs 

funeral 

 

 

 
5:00 St. 

James Got 

Talent 

12 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

13 
 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

15 
HE 12:00 

June Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

16 
9:30 Prep/serve 

lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

17 
8:00 

Breakfast 

Club Network 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 AA 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

19 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

22 
HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 AA 

 

25 
 

 

 

4:30 

Kahrmann 

Wedding 

26 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery care 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

27 
Parish office 

closed 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

30 

 
7:00 Evensong 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 AA 

 
 

 

       



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

St. James Parish 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 
 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Moffat                Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

Laura Vacca                       Nursery Supervisor 

OFFICERS 

Cathie Martin & Todd Root, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer  

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer  

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  

VESTRY 
      2019                                2020          2021 

Cathie Martin              Julia Grieco                 Mimi Hostetter 

Michael Slusarz       Rebecca McFarland                     Kim Pereira 

Todd Root             Dona Waugh                   Robyn Shover 

 

St. James Parish 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032 

 


