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Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people. [Matthew 5:10] 

On Sunday, February 10th, we will begin a conversation that is being encouraged by both the Episcopal 

Church at large (ECUSA), and by The Episcopal Church in CT (ECCT). In ECCT, the conversation is being 

called A Season of Racial Justice, Healing, and Reconciliation. For us, we may begin by exploring what 

justice, healing, and reconciliation actually mean, particularly when talking about race as a specific 

point of contact. ECCT has formed a Network for Racial Reconciliation and the national church has 

placed much emphasis here, as well. I am often wary of movements within the church, as they can 

sometimes be long on social commentary and thrust, often very much parroting what is being 

discussed in the culture, and rather short on proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ. There, I have 

said it. Sometimes the Church (with a capital C) gets under my skin. Yet, there is no denying that 

conversations of racial inequality, injustice on the basis of race and ethnic background, are timely as 

discrimination and marginalization are still very much alive and well in our country. 

The important question may be: how do we as Christians, people who are called down to the seashore 

by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, respond? One of the biggest stumbling blocks to spiritual and real 

freedom for us all – no matter the color of our skin or nature of our worship – can be our own 

indifference, born of fear, which is often masked by incredulity anytime someone brings up issues of 

race. Let’s face it: talking about race makes most of us (people of European descent, in particular) 

uncomfortable and we bristle at the phrase “white privilege” as if it has no real meaning for us.  

“I just referred to the creation of tension as a part of the work of the nonviolent resister. This may 

sound rather shocking. But I must confess that I am not afraid of the word ‘tension.’ I have earnestly 

worked and preached against violent tension, but there is a type of constructive nonviolent tension that 

is necessary for growth.” These words were written in 1963 from a Birmingham jail by The Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., in response to a letter written to him from eight white clergymen from the local 

area who wondered why MLK and his “movement” were causing so much trouble. Why couldn’t they 

wait and be patient and go through “law–abiding” channels to achieve their aim of breaking down 

Jim Crow laws in the South and achieving some level of equality? Dr. King’s words about “tension” 

were and are spot on. We cannot have a meaningful conversation about the systems that continue to 

make it difficult for people of color to achieve true equality, justice, and safety in our society without 

allowing ourselves to be a little uncomfortable.  

Jesus calls to us and not only for justice. Jesus challenges us to be His disciples. He calls us to “catch 

people.” We are not actual fishermen, as Peter, James, John, and Andrew were, yet Jesus asks us to 

bring all of His children, His brothers and sisters, made in the image of God, into community. There are 

no lesser men or women in the kingdom of God. Dr. King never asked for special treatment for black  
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Americans or any person of color. He implored that all of God’s children be looked at through the lens 

and eyes of God and, thereby, all people be treated equally, according to God’s promise.  

Our challenge as Christians, as humans even, is to be willing to open our hearts up to the possibility 

that, even fifty–six years after Dr. King’s powerful, eloquent, heartbreaking letter from a jail in 

Birmingham, inequality, injustice, and challenge –  based on race  –  are still very much alive in 

America. We have come a long way since Jim Crow segregation, but we still have mountains to climb. 

Are we willing to put on our climbing gear? Are we able to put aside our fear (maybe even anger) at the 

suggestion that we might have work to do in the arena of racial justice or equality? There is no one way 

to begin a conversation on race, justice, and reconciliation but beginning is a critical first step. We are 

people of God; all of us. Therefore, we begin any conversation by invoking the name of Jesus, but 

listening to His voice as well. We are called to remember that we ALL have been caught in the same net 

which is the love of God in Jesus Christ who cares not one whit what race we are. We are all, each of 

us, called by name, as children of God. 

   In Christ, George+ 

 

 

 

 

 

Warden’s Corner 

The past year at St. James has been filled with a flurry of activity. 

The most important accomplishment is having successfully prepared for Father George’s sabbatical 

leave in a few short months. It is important that we make sure that we have everything covered so 

that Fr. George can return refreshed from his faith journey with a seamless transition back as our 

trusted leader. The Vestry is committed to doing whatever it takes to ensure our parish has a great 

experience. 

Fr. George has done some preliminary work for us first by asking Spiritual Storyteller Cindy Maybeck 

to do workshops with us during his absence. These workshops will run through the duration of his 

absence and should be extremely interesting as well as a wonderful family activity. A schedule will 

follow in the next few months. 

We have many projects at St. James and the Rectory that will need to be addressed. Several building 

issues were addressed over the last year, but others will be taking more center stage in the next 12–

18 months. There has been much done already including painting, cleaning of carpets and small 

roofing projects, Upcoming work includes resurfacing the handicapped entrance to make it safer, 

and adding a handicapped rail in the lady’s bathroom. We simply have to find a better way to help 

our handicapped parishioners feel more welcome in this space.  

We ask that you all be patient with us while we work through the details and know that we have 

St. James always in the forefront of our minds. 

Cathie Martin, Co–Warden 
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Candlemas–Feast of the Presentation of our Lord 
Noon on Friday, February 1st 

On Friday, the 1st of February, at noon, we will celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord in 

the Temple. The feast has been celebrated since at least the beginning of the 4th Century, where it is 

referenced by bishops in sermons of the day that have survived. In 1887, the diary of a nun named 

Egeria, who made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 381 AD, refers to the liturgy of the Presentation in 

Jerusalem. The feast is often called Candlemas, because light is an important part of the readings, 

and candles are often blessed and used at the service. The feast was 

once referred to as the Feast of the Purification of Mary. In Luke 2:22–

40, Mary and Joseph take the infant Jesus to the Temple, 40 days after 

His birth, so that Mary may be ritually purified. Jewish custom at the 

time was that women were ritually unclean after giving birth and would 

be purified 40 days after the birth.   

While coming to the Temple, Mary encounters the old seer Simeon, who takes the baby Jesus into his 

arms and celebrates that he has at long last seen the Messiah. His beautiful Song of Simeon 

(BCP, 135) gives us a glimpse into who Jesus will be. Mary is warned that her heart will be pierced to, 

foreshadowing Jesus’ death.  

Candlemas is a celebration of Simeon’s recognition of Jesus, and of Anna’s, and Jesus’ entrance into 

the community of people who would ultimately become his followers and disciples.   

God our Father, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your light which 

enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear see these candles 

may walk in the path of goodness, and come to the Light that shines forever, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The service begins with us all processing with candles into the church together. People are 

encouraged to bring candles that they might use in the coming year; they will be blessed later on. As 

we move through the season after Epiphany and await the beginning of Lent, recognizing and 

celebrating our Lord, who is the light of the world, seems most fitting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday Breakfasts 

Chase away those winter blues and join us for warm and delicious pancakes served with 

scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage and plenty of hot coffee! The St. James Men's Group 

will again serve their much acclaimed breakfast from 8:45–9:30 a.m. in the parish hall. 

Since February is the month of romance, why not impress "your significant other" with  a 

tasty treat served between the two services!! See you there on February 3rd!! 
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Adult Formation opportunities 

Our Bible Study, as our year of “Who is Jesus to me, really” continues, gets deeper and deeper into 

Matthew’s Gospel. We will most likely complete Matthew during Lent and then begin Luke’s Gospel. 

It is never too late to get involved in the study; simply join us during the time between the 8 a.m. and 

10:15 services on Sunday, or ask Fr. George for a copy of the schedule, so you can catch up with us. 

We are having a great time deepening our understanding of God’s expressive will in Jesus, according 

to St. Matthew. 

Beginning Monday, March 11th, St. James will begin a joint exploration on difference with First 

Church, Farmington community for the six Mondays of Lent. How do we deal with the differences 

between us, the otherness of our fellow humans that threatens to engulf us? How do we listen, 

unconditionally, to the voice of the other and offer, with patience and love, our voices to them? Join 

The Rev. Susan Gibson and Fr. George Roberts in a guided, joint conversation on difference this Lent 

with our two congregations. More to come in the March Epistle, but please save these Lenten 

Mondays! 

On Thursday, March 14th, at 6:30 pm, The Rev. Dr. Katherine Grieb, Professor of New Testament at 

Virginia Theological Seminary, will be with us. Dr. Grieb has authored many articles and book 

chapters related to the New Testament, theological interpretation of Scripture, and preaching. She 

published The Story of Romans in 2002 with Westminster John Knox. She co–edited The Word 

Leaps the Gap, published with Eerdmans in 2008. She is presently writing on Hebrews and on the 

Sermon on the Mount. She will talk to us about the Sermon on the Mount and how that reveals the 

nature and character of Jesus. We are in for a treat! Mark your calendars! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Book of Common Prayer in your pew 

It has been duly noted by numerous folks in the parish that many of our Prayer Books (the BCP) are 

becoming dog-eared and some just an outright mess! Barbara Hess and the Altar Guild kindly took 

some time seeing how bad the problem is and we have at least 50 books that need to be replaced. 

The cost is not overwhelming, but it is substantial. If you would like to gift a new Book of Common 

Prayer in memory or in honor of someone, and offset the cost of the 

new books, that is possible. For a contribution of $20, a notation will 

be placed inside the book noting who it was given by and the person 

in whose honor/memory of it was given,. Please let Susan Deming 

know either by emailing or calling the parish office, or simply place a 

check in the offertory plate, made out to St. James Parish, with BCP 

in the memo line. Thanks to all! 
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Introducing the new Vestry members 

Mimi Hostetter: I have been a member of St. James Farmington for a long time. Early on I became a 

Lay Eucharist Minister and was elected to the Vestry. In the late 1990’s I served as Junior Warden 

and then Senior Warden. I was a member of the Diocese Stewardship Committee, until it expired. I 

was part of a small committee that has proposed a change in the Baptismal questions to include one 

that promises to protect the environment. That change in the liturgy is still working its way through 

General Convention Liturgical Committee. I retired from the West Hartford Public Schools in 2008 

and then began teaching Comparative World Religions and Ethics at Mitchell College in 2014. 

Currently I serve on the Executive Board of the West Hartford Retired Educators, and the Association 

of Retired Teachers of Connecticut. 

Kim Pereira: I live in Avon with my husband and two young children. I am the Grants and Foundations 

Officer at The Ethel Walker School. I received my Doctor of Education and Master of Education 

degrees in higher and postsecondary education from Teachers College, Columbia University and a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from Hamilton College. Throughout my career in education, I’ve 

held various positions in development, institutional research and admissions. In addition, I have also 

been an adjunct professor at both the undergraduate and graduate level. 

I am an active volunteer in the Farmington Valley community, including serving on the board for 

Horizons at The Ethel Walker School and on the Recreation and Parks Committee for the Town of 

Avon. I’ve also spent significant time living abroad in Argentina, Singapore, England and Canada. 

Robyn Shover: I was born in Providence, Rhode Island and grew up with an older brother and twin 

sister. At Church of the Epiphany, an Episcopal church in Providence, I was baptized and confirmed. 

Eventually I taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, and served on the Vestry. I moved to 

Connecticut 30 years ago to marry my husband, Moe. We have lived in Canton for 30 years. I have a 

grown son who lives in New Hartford. All three of us are dog lovers and I am involved in a Rescue 

Group for English Setters.  Currently I have 4 setters of my own. The New England Patriots are my 

favorite football team and I am a diehard, slightly crazy fan.   

I love St James and pray I can serve you and the church to the best of my ability. I am honored to be 

considered to be a member of the vestry here at St. James Parish. 

 

  



Page 6                                                                St. James Epistle 

 

Church school updates 

Calling all Parishioners!!! Church School is looking for teachers, substitutes and hall 

monitors. A great way to give back to our church community is through our youth, ages 

Pre–K through Grade 5. We all have something to share and there are support 

materials available to make the church school rewarding for both the adult and the 

child! If interested please contact Julia Grieco. 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry Updates  

In the month of January the youth of St. James served their parish by decide to have a day ON, not a 

day OFF for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. They helped refresh and spruce up the church through a 

number of small projects. They also engaged in conversation around MLK Jr. and his enormous 

impact on the world  

Looking forward to February, we will be engaging in the Episcopal Diocesan season of 

racial healing, justice, and reconciliation During each week in February, the youth in 

Church School will engage in different discussions and activities around race, what that 

means for the youth at St. James, and what is the biblical response to racism? 

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Corner 

There will be two confirmation classes for the month of February, the 10th and the 24th. Please 

remember to begin or continue looking into a committee you’re interested in and go to a committee 

meeting or participate with the committee! 

The first class will be February 10th from noon–2 p.m. The lessons on this date will present the 

history of the church up through the writing of the Nicene Creed. Youth are invited to define the 

meanings of some basic concepts of faith, develop a creed through the Council of CnC. There will 

also be a wonderful presentation of the history of the church through the 1700’s and into 2019 by 

Confirmation Mentor and Altar Guild Member Mimi Hostetter. 

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 
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Outreach Musings ... 

One thing I have always loved about our Parish is its commitment to “Outreach”. In 

the Webster Dictionary the first definition for Outreach is “the act of reaching out”, 

the second definition is “the extent or limit of reach”, and the third definition is 

“the extending of services or assistance beyond current or usual limits”. To me, 

Outreach is going out to do what Jesus would do by serving those in need.   

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 

and go to visit you? The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

The Vestry always allocates a generous amount into our annual budget for Outreach. Whenever there 

is an Outreach event, project or need, our Parish is always on board by opening up their pockets and 

providing support. In this way, I consider everyone in our Parish as part of Outreach.   

What you may not know is there is an actual Outreach Ministry here at St. James and they work very 

hard to keep St. James involved in Outreach activities. We provide support to Father George, our 

Community and the world at large whenever there is a need that our Parish can contribute to and/or 

come to the aid of. Armen Michalak Slusarz serves as our liaison with New Britain’s Friendship 

Service Center where our Parish has made a significantly positive difference in the lives of so many 

for over 3 years now. Jessica Watkin keeps us involved with “Church by the Pond” where we serve 

the homeless of Hartford. Barbara & Jerry Hess keep our Parish involved with the Farmington Food 

Pantry in many different ways and they also keep everyone informed about the need for PB & J to fill 

the backpacks of children in need through Gifts of Love. Pat & Neil Clark run the Thanksgiving 

Baskets Drive every year for the Town of Farmington Community Services. There are others that 

serve faithfully on this committee and help make the decisions necessary to keep our Parish 

grounded in faithful Outreach Ministry. 

Now I would like to ask that you consider serving on this amazing ministry. We have lost a couple of 

members from last year and are need to grow so we can continue to keep Outreach as a vital part of 

our mission here at St. James. Our next Outreach meeting will be between the two services on 

Sunday, February 10th beginning at 9 am in the Library. Please take a chance, join us, and see how 

the Outreach Ministry can bring joy into your life! 

As always, I welcome your input, suggestions, and feedback for our Outreach Ministry. Feel free to 

contact me. I hope to see some new faces on Sunday February 10th. 

Peace to you all, 

Sheila Church 
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In This Corner 
from the Prayer Team 

From time to time, the Prayer Team shares thoughts that have helped us, in the hopes that they may 

be of help to you, too. 

   Night Time (a prayer poem)  

Heavenly Father we pray for those who need healing may they be aware of your constant 

presence and be comforted with your protection strength and restful peace.  

We ask your prayers for Barbara, Happy, Suzanne, Derek, Jeffrey, and Troy. 

As the darkness draws in, you are the light in our heart 

As the air turns colder, you are the warmth in our soul 

As the stars are revealed, you renew our spirit  

As the moon shines, we know we are held safe in your arms 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating February birthdays! 
 

Jeff Dugan 

Donna Paye 

Molly Greaves 

Charlotte Sullivan 

Audrey Hunt 

Jamie Baldwin 

Siggi Ingimarsson 

 

Connor Hillemeir 

Joyce Bettencourt 

Marjorie King 

Francesca Flynn 

Betty Marino 

Marjorie Bingham 

Daniel Roberts 

 

 

  

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz 

Carol Kirkwood 

Donna Paye 

Pat Clark 
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Summary of Vestry Minutes – December 17, 2018 

In attendance: Fr. George Roberts, Todd Root, Dona Waugh, Michael Slusarz, Chris Roach, 

Rebecca McFarland, Julia Grieco, Jessica Watkin, EJ Ososki, John Smith 

MINUTES 
Regarding the minutes from November, 2018 – Dona found a typo which was corrected. Julia moved 

to accept as corrected, Michael seconded, unanimous vote to accept as corrected. 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

Outreach 

Allocation report was printed in the last bulletin. Vestry requests to have Outreach allocations 

published in the bulletin year–round. 

Church Properties/Rectory 

 The new entertainment center and cabinetry should be ready for our next movie night in 

January. Thank John Smith and Jamie Martin for their work on it.  

 John replaced lock on George’s office door. 

 Rectory projects – The rectory is in the historic district, so an approval process is involved. No 

vinyl siding is allowed, for example, although painting might be a way to stop woodpecker 

damage. 

Stewardship – report from Michael 

18 previously pledging families hadn’t pledged last week, so letters went to them. We are about 

$23,000 short of where we want to be in pledges – this is a bit more than we would expect at this 

time of year. 

Finance/Treasurer’s report and budget 

 Voice vote is to leave draft pledge budget at $275,000 and be prayerfully optimistic. 

 EJ put in 3% salary increases across the board including youth minister because some people 

felt it was not fair to leave that position out even though it is a new position. Diocese says 

2.4% is a standard salary increase so we are in good shape. 

 Todd moved to accept the report, John seconded, unanimous vote to accept. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Sunday, February 10th, Sunday for Racial Reconciliation 

This will not be a world diversity day, but one focused specifically on the issue of reconciliation. 

Fr. George received a small grant from Episcopal Province 1 (New England) to go to New York to learn 

how to work on racial reconciliation through film. Talk to him directly if you want to participate or 

have ideas. 

New Vestry, 2019 

So far still one person to stand. Think: who are you willing to speak to? 

NEW BUSINESS 
We should be thinking about accessibility issues: a safety rail in the women’s restroom, pull alarms, 

whether a chair lift to get downstairs is desirable, and how best to access the front of the church via 

a driveway. These are issues for future consideration and some will require Town approval. 

RECTOR’S THOUGHTS 
 Bible study continues, each Sunday between the services 

 Next Vestry meeting, Monday, January 14th, 7 pm, Evening Prayer at 6:30 



Page 10                                                                St. James Epistle 

 

 Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 27th right after 10:15 potluck 

 Vestry retreat, Friday/Saturday, February 1st/2nd at Camp Washington, 6 pm start 

 Sunday for Racial Reconciliation, February 10th  

Todd moved to adjourn, Julia seconded, unanimous vote to adjourn. We closed in prayer and 

adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Closing Info 
In the event of an emergency, most often weather–related, parish closing information will 

be available on WTIC–AM 1080 radio and on WFSB–3 and WVIT–30 television stations. 

Whenever possible, a notice (e–flash) will be sent and the website updated as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your picture in a brochure or on the website? 

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various church activities on our website and in publications 

(like this Epistle). If you prefer that your photo NOT be displayed, please contact the parish office; we 

maintain a list of members whose likeness is not to be shared.   
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
   

 

  
 

 

1 
12:00 

Candlemas 

Service 

 

6:00 Vestry 

Retreat 

2 
10am–7pm 

Girl Scouts 

3 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 First Sunday 

Breakfast; Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

4 
 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

6 

HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

7 
10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

9 
 

 

 

10 
HE 10:15 

RECONCILIATION 

SUNDAY 

9:00 ; Outreach 

Ministry; Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

12:00 Confirmation 

11 
 

 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

13 
HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

14 
 

 

 
 

15 
 

March Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

 

2:00 Chopin 

Foundation 

Concert prep 

 

6:30 AA 

16 
 

 

17 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

18 
 

Parish office 

closed in 

observance of  

 
 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

21 
9:30 Prep/serve 

lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

23 
 

 

 

24 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

12:00 Confirmation 

25 
 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

27 
HE 12:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

St. James Parish 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 
 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Moffat                Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

Laura Vacca                       Nursery Supervisor 

OFFICERS 

Cathie Martin & Todd Root, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer * 

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer * 

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk * 

VESTRY 
      2019                                2020     2021 

Cathie Martin              Julia Grieco             Mimi Hostetter * 

Michael Slusarz       Rebecca McFarland                Kim Pereira * 

Todd Root             Dona Waugh              Robyn Shover * 

*To be voted on at Annual Meeting 

St. James Parish 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032 

 


