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Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 

Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 

patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Okay, let’s talk about Scripture for a minute, okay? “Hold on now, George,” you may be thinking! 

“Where is all this talk of scripture coming from? We are Episcopalians after all!! We don’t check our 

brain at the door.” I believe many in the Church have long begun to equate real engagement with the 

Bible as antithetical to intellectual thought or even authentic faith. We may say things like, “I’m no 

“Bible thumper,” to alert folks to the fact that we are suspicious of those who reference the Bible too 

frequently in sermons, letters, or those who say the pronoun ‘Jesus’ too many times in the same 

conversation. It should be said that many of our challenges with Scripture are well-founded. Some have 

made literal belief in every word of scripture a test of faith and have often used Scripture as a bludgeon 

to beat people up with. And, let’s face it, the books of Joshua and Judges showcase a lot of violence 

perpetrated by the likes of Samson and the “army of God.”  

However, as people whose faith would be truly lost without the story and arc of Scripture, we must find 

a place between treating every word of the Bible as equally useful and, at the same time, feeling we 

can ignore whatever doesn’t suit us. Holy Writ may not have been written by the hand of God but it 

contains the truth of God’s love for us and God’s willingness to create, hold, and sustain His human 

creatures. Scripture is the place where faith begins and ends and our attention to the story of God’s 

people with God is essential to our understanding of how God works – not only two or three thousand 

years ago, but today. Scripture is something we cannot spend too much of our time on or emphasize 

too frequently. And as all research indicates, a parish’s engagement with scripture is one of the most 

important, if not the most important, indicators of church growth and vitality.  

We should also remember that there is much hope, strength, and love to be found in Holy Scripture. 

God’s love for us leaps across the pages. Paul writes in Galatians 2:20, “… and it is no longer I who live 

but Christ who lives in me. And the life I live now in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.” God’s overwhelming love for us in Jesus runs throughout the New 

Testament but we could not have gotten there without the Old Testament. Scripture generates our 

desire to be active in issues of social justice, as God speaks through the prophets about treatment of 

the poor, the “alien,” and the marginalized. The Psalms offer us wisdom, trust, and a sense that God is 

with us, no matter what. The Gospels present us with God’s overwhelming love in the wisdom, life, and 

sacrifice of Jesus. Paul’s letters show us what the transformative power of Christ’s presence can do in 

our lives and communities.  

[continued on next page] 
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[Rector’s Message continued] 

Over the next few years, we are going to try a number of things to engage the Bible more clearly and 

fully. The first thing we are going to try on is not a huge thing but may have a big impact. Beginning on 

the First Sunday of Advent, December 2nd, we are all going to be invited to listen to the reading of 

Scripture, maybe more attentively than before. I know that we have become visual learners and there 

may be a few folks who struggle to hear. My great hope is that people will begin to bring Bibles to 

church. Then, if you need to follow along, you can open your Bible to the appropriate readings and 

follow along, if you need to. Scripture, in Jesus’ time, was read aloud and folks not only listened but 

were able to talk about it, if desired. My sincere hope is that we can become more accustomed to 

hearing the word read, the voice of God that comes to us across the ages and still reverberates and 

stirs us into action and life. Please join me in our first baby steps to become more scripturally-soaked 

and aware people of God. 

In Christ, George+ 

 

 

 

Warden’s Corner 

Summer is gone—for me finally—the heat and humidity, the rain; no rain, but heat and humidity; then 

rain again also with heat and humidity. Then comes a welcome change: the humidity is low; the air 

feels cool and fresh. And, for me, the lethargy I have felt for the past several weeks disappears.   

Autumn is here and with it comes a myriad of new activities, opportunities and challenges. There are 

those with children and grandchildren; baseball playoffs are here and World Series is coming. 

There’s Monday night, Thursday night and most of the day and night on Sunday professional football.  

Some television programs have been cancelled and new ones are on the horizon. Stores are 

decorating for Halloween to be followed by Thanksgiving and then on to the Christmas Holiday 

activities. And many of us are caught up in the rush. 

One of my personal challenges this fall is to avoid getting caught up in the rush. I hope to ‘take a 

break’ — to sit down, take a breath, sort out the activities and the opportunities, decide which one 

are really important and then pursue them with a new level of vitality. High on my list will be those 

activities, opportunities and, yes, challenges at St. James. There’s Christian Education, the craft fair, 

Outreach activities, Bible Study, the work of the Renewal Team, and many, many more. 

There are opportunities to participate in the Stewardship ministry. And I wonder how many have ever 

considered serving as a member of the Vestry. Vacancies occur every year as members rotate off 

after serving three years. I can testify that this Ministry is an extremely rewarding experience. If you 

have an interest in learning more about Vestry, speak with any current member and/or Fr. George. 

So, won’t you consider taking a break, sitting down, taking a breath, sorting and then deciding how to 

become more involved with the activities and opportunities and, yes, the challenges offered by 

St. James? 

To close, I offer the following prayer, one that I have tried to say each day since I first heard it some 

close to seventy years ago. 

Lord, give me clean hands, clean words, and clean thoughts.- 

Help me to stand for the hard right against the easy wrong.- 

Save me from habits that harm. 

And help me to do something good each day and so grow more like Christ. Amen. 

John Smith, Warden 
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First Sunday Breakfasts 

Find delicious food and fellowship at the First Sunday Breakfasts cooked by a great crew of men of 

the parish, led by John McBride: pancakes, waffles, sausage, bacon, eggs, breads, juice and coffee 

as good as Mom made. The menu may change from one month to the next -- come join us in the 

Parish Hall at 9 a.m. on the first Sunday of October as we joyfully re–gather after a summer apart!  
 

 

 

Church school updates 

It was great to see so many new and returning children this September! Our teachers 

are excited to work with the kids and set off on a spiritual journey as a class. This 

month, our First Sundays will begin and our Church School will work together to 

donate a raffle basket to the St. James Fall Fair. PARENTS: reminder to please 

complete an enrollment form if you not yet done so. As always, we invite any parish 

member to come visit our classrooms and share with our youth! 

Julia Grieco 

 

 

Youth Ministry Updates + Confirmation Corner 

Hello Fall! As the leaves begin to change colors we will have our first Confirmation Class on 

October 14th for high school aged students. We will be using the Confirm Not Conform curriculum for 

the Episcopal Faith which has garnered great results in other parishes in the state and 

across the country. I am accepting registration forms, available in my office and near 

the bulletins. Feel free to email me at amy.sjyouthminister@gmail.com with any 

questions regarding specific Confirmation requirements or the curriculum. 

Also, I am inviting youth in 6th grade and up to participate in an activity called The Pumpkin Gospel on 

Sunday, October 21st at 4 pm where youth will carve pumpkins, participate in team building 

activities, and learn about how Jesus changes us from the inside out! Hope to see you there! 

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals on October 7th 

On Sunday, October 7th at 3 p.m., we will hold our annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the 

Feast of St. Francis, whose statue looks over the patio portion of our memorial garden. St. Francis, 

the patron saint of animals, is said to have had a special affinity for animals; they seemed drawn to 

him. Someone once said that having a dog (I suppose we could say the same for cats and maybe 

other animals, too) is like having the Spirit of God, a piece of God, in our homes. Their unconditional 

love is said to mirror the egoless, selfless love that our Savior encouraged us to have toward one 

another. So, bring your dog, cat, fish, lizard, snake (*sigh*, if you must), and any of God's creatures, 

spiders probably excepted. We will have a short liturgy, immediately 

followed by a laying on of hands and blessing of your animal friend. If you 

have a large or sick animal that you cannot bring, let Fr. George know and 

he will come to you to give a blessing. Feel free to invite your neighbor(s) to 

bring their pet. If the weather is uncooperative, we will meet indoors to the 

parish hall. 
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Adult Formation opportunities 

On Sundays, between the services, we are working with the question, “Who is Jesus to me, 

really?” by exploring Matthew’s Gospel with N. T. Wright’s For Everyone. Cost of the book 

is $10; please let us know if you would like a copy. Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library, we repeat our Sunday program for those who are not able to be with us Sundays. 

In early December, The Rev. Hope Eakins will be with us to speak on our theme for the 

year, “Who is Jesus to me, really?”, through the eyes of her trips to the Holy Land. Exact time and 

date TBA this fall. 

In the late winter or early spring, a member of the Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) will be with us 

to speak on “Who is Jesus to me, really?” through a slightly different lens. Speaker and date/time 

TBA later this fall. 

On Saturday, January 12th, we will have our second Movie Night of the formation year, with a 

showcasing of the movie, Risen. The film will begin at 6 p.m. in the parish hall with popcorn, snacks 

and drinks provided. The film follows a Roman tribune who is present at the crucifixion of Jesus and 

then is ordered to find Jesus’ body, which the Romans believed was stolen after the Resurrection. 

The film stars Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love), Peter Firth, and Tom Felton (Harry Potter). A 

truly inspirational and interesting look at how the events of Christ’s resurrection impact a person 

initially hostile to the faith. Join us. In case of snow, the date will be Saturday, February 9th. 

 

 

Church by the Pond this fall 

On Saturday, October 20th, St. James will once again be participating in Church by the Pond in 

Bushnell Park. Here are some ways you can be involved in this important ministry: 

• Sign up to make a financial donation to purchase the personal care and cool-weather items 

needed for the kits. We will be assembling 60 kits this month, containing items such as lip balm, 

hand lotion, and mylar blankets. The sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex. Make your check 

payable to St. James Parish with “Church by the Pond” in the memo line and include in the 

offering plate or mail or drop off at the church office. 

• Sign up to attend Church by the Pond on October 20th at 2 p.m., worship in Bushnell Park, 

and hand out the toiletry kits. This is a family-friendly event. The sign-up sheet will be in the 

Narthex. These worship opportunities have become one of the most important events of our 

family’s year. 

• Drop off new, unopened individual-sized toiletries from your travels in the blue bin that will be 

placed in the Narthex. We’ll give these “hotel goodies” to Christ Church Cathedral to hand out to 

guests at their soup kitchen. 

Please contact Jessica Watkin with any questions! 

 

 

Sharing the Feast: Thanksgiving Basket Project 

St James Parish will once again work with the Town of Farmington to supply ten families in need with 

food to prepare their Thanksgiving meals. A poster with the list of Thanksgiving foods will be posted 

in the narthex in late October. Please sign up for one or more items. Non–perishable foods may be 

left in the box labeled Thanksgiving Meals. All items must be delivered to St James by Sunday, 

November 18th. Food for the Thanksgiving meals will be delivered to Farmington 

Community Services who will then distribute the meals to the families. Any questions? 

Please contact Pat Clark at 860-243-9334. Thank you for your continuing generosity!    
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St James’ 2nd Annual Fall Fair: Saturday, October 13th, 9 am–4 pm 

Great hand crafted items, large raffle table, delicious baked goods, luncheon café, mums & 

pumpkins! 

 A few workers are still needed the day of the Fair. Contact Donna Paye. 

 Parking for workers available on Mountain Road in front of church, at the 

Library, and at Noah Wallace School 

 Vendor parking available in upper lot behind the church or on Mountain Rd 

for outside booths 

 Raffle Items should be placed in the church Library by Sunday, 

September 30th. Contact Sheila Church. 

 Bake Sale items can be brought Thursday and Friday, October 11th & 12th, 

from 9 am to 2 pm or from 4–8 pm. Contact Dona Waugh. 

 Café donations– sign-up sheet & collection box in Narthex. Donations of 

pantry items or Stop & Shop cards must be in by Sunday, October 7th. 

 Some Crafter booths may still be available. Contact Dee Vincenzo. 

 

Any questions, contact Donna Paye 860-673-0097. 

To the wonderful People of St. James … thank you everyone 

& have fun at the Fair!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your picture in a brochure or on the website? 

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various church activities on our website and in publications 

(like this Epistle). If you prefer that your photo NOT be displayed, please contact the parish office; we 

maintain a list of members whose likeness is not to be shared.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz 

Carol Kirkwood 

Donna Paye 

Pat Clark 
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Embracing the Other: Let’s talk about Difference & Connection 
October 28th 2:30–5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of Calvary Retreat Center, 31 Colton Street, Farmington 

Our religious traditions teach us that we should treat others with love, kindness and generosity. Yet, 

our impulses and actions often betray those core values. Too frequently, fear and suspicion affect 

our relationships with those we perceive as “different." On October 28th we will hear from several 

outstanding speakers who represent 3 traditions (Christianity, Islam and Judaism) 

on the topic of “embracing the other.” They will guide us, provide lessons and 

stories from their own religious backgrounds and offer inspiring perspectives about 

connecting in a fractured world. 

Following this portion of the program, we will share a dialogue method that will help 

us engage more deeply with those who see things differently than we do. The 

training will enable individuals, families and young adults to gain new tools to address conflict 

without rancor. There will be an experiential component during the dialogue training. 

The Farmington Valley League of Light is honored to partner with Our Lady of Calvary Retreat Center 

to host this program. The keynote speakers will be: 

 Deacon Art Miller – Catholic Deacon, author, radio host, revivalist and retired businessman. As a 

nationally known preacher, he has traveled throughout the country raising the need of 

conversion to “Radical Love”. Echoing the thoughts of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Miller believes 

that as part of the great human experience, no one can sit idly tolerant of the great injustices 

that happen anywhere in the world. 

 Rabbi Debra Cantor – spiritual leader of B’nai Tikvoh-Sholom in Bloomfield, is very involved in 

education throughout our community. In addition to having several roles at the Hartford 

Seminary, she recently founded the Neshama Center for Lifelong Learning. Rabbi Cantor is an 

interfaith leader who has lectured widely and has contributed articles to many publications.  

 Imam Omer Bajwa – Director of Muslim Life in the Chaplain’s Office at Yale. His interests include 

Islam in the United States, inter-religious engagement, and Islam and the global media. He 

regularly lectures about these topics and others at campuses, congregations, and in 

communities across the U.S. 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating October birthdays! 
 

John Reeve 

Grier Torrence 

Ben Martin 

Andrea Harris 

Gigja Ingimarsdottir 

Amelia Tuttle 

Olivia Roberts 

Bev Poggio 

Helga Schramma 

Babs Findlay-Doskos 

Joe Lansing 

Pat Hadlow 

Ed Carpenter 

Carolyn Ives 

Michael Slusarz 

Colt Propiescus 

Robert Perry 

Erwin Schramma 

Emma Buth 
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Summary of Vestry Minutes – September 17, 2018 

In attendance: Fr. George Roberts, EJ Ososki, Chris Roach, Cathie Martin, Dona Waugh, Bill 

Raymond, John Smith, Michael Sluzarz and Todd Root. (Absent: Jessica Watkin, Julia Grieco and 

Rebecca McFarland) 

George welcomed and thanked Michael Slusarz for filling in the remainder of Ann’s term on Vestry. 

Minutes for June of 2018 

No questions or discussion. Bill moved to approve the minutes, Todd seconded, unanimous vote to 

approve. 

 

Ministry Reports 

Finance/Treasurer’s, Capital Projects 

EJ reports: Overall numbers are not bad and we are only about $3,000 behind in pledges to date. Of 

budgeted improvements, we have used up about $22,000 of the budgeted $25,000. 

Discussion: Big expenses done to date are the roof issue, painting and carpet cleaning. Chris Roach 

asked what was still needed off the list and John Smith said the next project in line is the steps which 

will be repaired before yearend. Steps have been problematic with some pieces of slate missing and 

chipped. 

Michael Sluzarz said there are about $6,000 in repairs that need to be done at the rectory. 

Eventually wood siding will need to be replaced due to woodpecker damage; they have reached a 

point where repair is difficult. Will discuss in the spring. 

John Smith asked if we could schedule a “Work Saturday” for work around the property here and at 

the rectory. George noted we also need an “indoor work day” and clean out some of the clutter within 

the building as well as the attic. 

John also mentioned that the wood floor in front of the altar will need to be screened, the floor 

cannot be sanded again, because there are no layers left. Has a call to a company will report at a 

later date. 

George thanks John, Michael and EJ for all their work. 

 

DR Report 

Dona Waugh said the trip was a very worthwhile endeavor and everyone present got much 

satisfaction from all the help they provided, making pews, new furnishings etc. There were discussion 

as to what kind of thank you, along with a letter, that could be done to all the companies that 

supported the team by donating about $11,000. Ideas included framed picture, dinner or cocktail 

party.  

John moved to approve the report, Bill seconded, unanimous vote to approve the report 

Old Business 

Stewardship: 

George provided a sample trifold of Stewardship info to be sent out. Forward suggestions to him. 

Discussion: George: Laura Vacca did an excellent job redoing this trifold. $275,000 is the goal for 

pledges this year. Bar was set high last year and we fell a bit short. We are losing about $10,000 in 

pledges that we know of this year due to members’ deaths, moving, etc. Vestry asked to submit their 

pledge cards immediately following start of Appeal to show unity. 

Bill moved to approve the report with grammatical edits, Cathie seconded, unanimous vote to 

approve the report. 
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New Business 

Lilly Grant and Sabbatical: 

Meeting was held with Wardens to discuss roles for George’s Sabbatical. John Smith came up with a 

potential organization structure and a model printout was handed out. Vestry will need to decide 

what role the interim Priest will take – Pastoral visits, one day a week in office or more? There is 

money in the Grant to cover these expenses. Also Cindy Maybeck will be doing workshops beginning 

in Sept. 2019 and will preach 2 sermons. She will want to meet with Vestry to discuss best 

timeframe for her first sermon; will want to use the sermons to spark interest in her Biblical 

Storytelling workshops. Vestry member(s) will need to set up and host each workshop. 

New Vestry Seats:  

Current Vestry should be actively thinking about recruiting to vestry on an ongoing basis throughout 

the year. John and Cathie agree to write about it in their upcoming Wardens’ Corner. 

Ministry Fair:  

Ministry Fair will be held October 21st in between services and after 10:15. Be prepared to have a 

small table and ready to discuss a bit about each ministry. 

Craft Fair:  

Craft Fair held on October 13th … try to attend. 

TV and Sound System: 

Jamie Martin has agreed to help rework the TV/Entertainment center in Parish Hall. Old system is 

more than 20 years old and barely finctional. Priced out and it will be about $,1000 to purchase new 

TV, rebuild pieces of the cabinet and get sound system working. Project will be completed in the next 

6–8 weeks and we will solicit private donations to pay for it. John Smith moved to approve this 

spending, Todd seconded; vote passed unanimously. 

RenewalWorks. 

Renewal Works recommendation of a formal Bible Study will begin on Sunday 9/September 23rd and 

Wednesday the 26th for those that can’t make Sundays; Study of Matthew for first round then move 

to Luke. 

George spoke of a recommendation from Scott Gunn to begin “Textless” readings by taking away the 

inserts from the bulletins each week in hopes that people will gain access to a Bible and if they wish 

to read the passages they will bring it to church with them. Joyce Bettencourt has been slowly finding 

and delivering Bibles to church for those that wish to borrow one or are unsure as to what version 

they prefer. Todd expresses concern over removing the inserts, saying that he likes them because it 

“organizes the messages into one place” and he thinks we should keep it. George says that he 

expects that the conversation will need to continue and that we will have open discussions at further 

meetings.  

Rector’s Thoughts 

Theme for this year: “Who is Jesus to (to me) really? – exploration of Matthew begins 

September 23rd  

Next Vestry meeting, Monday, October 15th, 7 pm, Evening Prayer at 6:30.  

St. James hosts ECCT Regional Budget Meeting on Thursday September 27th – could use help 

with set-up (approx. 5 pm) and clean up. Program formally begins at 6 pm. 

 

Bill moved to adjourn meeting, John seconded, unanimous vote to adjourn. We closed in prayer and 

adjourned at 9:07 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cathie Martin, Co-Warden   
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
       

 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 

Stewardship 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3 
HE 10:00 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

4 
 

10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

6 
 

7 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 First Sunday 

Breakfast; Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

3:00 Blessing of 

the Animals 

8 
 

Parish office 

closed in 

observance of 

Columbus Day 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

HE 10:00 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

11 
 

 

 

 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

13 
 

9 am–4 pm 

Fall Fair 
 

14 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Coffee Hour; 

Confirmation 

15 
November 

Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

17 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

18 
9:30 Prep & 

serve lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

20 
 

 

2:00 Church 

by the Pond 

21 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour; 

Ministry Fair 

 

4:00 Youth – The 

Pumpkin Gospel 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts  

24 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

3:00 ECCT 

Annual 

Convention in 

Mystic 

 

6:30 AA 

27 
9:00 ECCT 

Annual 

Convention in 

Mystic 

 

 

 

28 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

29 
 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

31 

 
 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. James Parish 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 
 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Moffat                Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

Laura Vacca                       Nursery Supervisor 

OFFICERS 

Cathie Martin & John Smith, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer  

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer  

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  
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