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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. [Ephesians 1:2] 

Well, time marches forward, doesn’t it? Another summer has blessed us and here we are, on the 

threshold of another program year at St. James Parish! Welcome back from your travels and rest, fun 

and excitement, visits to family near and far, and a time of what I hope has been refreshing and 

restorative. Our community is a blessing to us in the summer but takes on a different energy and 

busyness when folks return from some time away.  

Bear with me, I know this may seem abrupt, but my mother-in-law, Mary-Agnes, died this month. She 

was a woman of great integrity, warmth, kindness, compassion, and was filled with faith in God. During 

the final days of her life while she was able, she prayed nearly continuously, even when she seemed to 

be somewhere else. She, a devout Catholic, prayed parts of the Rosary, the acts of contrition, etc. over 

and over. She held onto, maybe I am taking liberties now, her idea of who Jesus was (to her): Savior, 

friend, co-traveler in this earthly life who would not abandon her at the end. Mary’s faith in spite of 

weakness, as it was with my own mother, gives me so much hope and, as strange as it may sound, a 

reason to be filled with joy. Jesus, to these two strong women, was a reality that gave them the world 

and, in the end, eternal peace and blessedness. They remind me that there is never a wrong time for 

us to embrace - and then show forth - hope in the One who sustains us, loves us, and keeps us. God in 

Christ is the One who calls us to draw near and in closeness to Jesus there should be, must be, cause 

for rejoicing. 

As we come back together in community, I invite all of us to be people of a bright and great hope. God 

has saved us, because of His grace and mercy; dare I say, because of His love. Our lives are gifts 

meant to be lived, enjoyed, and shared. We are people of blessed community, called to life with each 

other. We may have doubts. And we will certainly have pains, challenges, failures, and heartache to 

deal with. There is no denying that life can be a kick in the butt sometimes. “But there is nothing that 

can separate us from the love of God, known to us in Christ Jesus our Lord” [Romans 8: 39]. The living 

truth of Paul’s statement in Romans is what took him from murderer and persecutor to proclaimer of 

God’s great love in Christ. And our trust that God in Jesus is ever-present should not only be a source of 

comfort and strength but one of immeasurable and great joy. Even death itself cannot squelch the 

impossible joy born of hope in Christ’s love for us. So, let us rejoice in the goodness of God in our 

beloved community of St. James and celebrate this new year. With anticipation may God give us the 

grace to approach this new time together with wonder, hope and more than a little joy!  

In Christ, George+ 

 

 Epistle 
 

Rector’s Message 
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Warden’s Corner 

Happy August to you all! Soon we will see leaves changing and feel a crispness in the air that 

signifies Fall; personally my favorite time of year. 

This summer I was saddened by the loss of a wonderful mom within our community; Tracy Bonini. 

This woman was part of a group of women that has such a strong bond and has experienced such 

loss in their small “tribe” with the death of Kim Cence, only a few short years ago. Two beautiful, 

vibrantly amazing women gone all too soon and leaving behind their spouses, children, families; both 

blood relation and chosen(friends). It made me begin to really look at my friends and friendships I 

have. 

Merriam-Webster dictionary defines friend as follows: 

1 a : one attached to another by affection or esteem   

   b : acquaintance 

2 a : a favored companion 

I never thought to actually look it up before; that the word friend simply was understood and gave 

you that special feeling of belonging somewhere in the world.  

I can’t describe how thankful I am for the friends in my life. There is something each one contributes 

that creates this feeling of completeness to me and I pray I give them that in return. I feel like being 

lucky enough to have even one person like that is a blessing, but to have more than one? That is 

divine without question. 

Losing people like Tracy and Kim so young has made us hold on a little tighter to not just our own 

families, but our feelings for each other as well. I feel almost invincible knowing they are with me on 

my crazy life journey and I truly love them so much. 

My only hope for all of you is that you have an opportunity for someone like that in your life and hold 

them dear. Tell them they are cherished and loved, because you never know what God’s plan has in 

store. 

A sweet friendship refreshes the soul. [Proverbs 27:9] 

Warmly, 

Cathie Martin, Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating September birthdays! 
 

Sarah Alligood 

Mia Grieco 

Jane Begin 

Jordan Howe 

Brenden Wahl 

Seth Howe 

Ben Thomas 

Joy Reeve 

Brad Ives 

Maggie Lagana 

Nathan Tuttle 

 

Jay Hostetter 

Mason Lucas 

Myla LaSalle 

Armen Slusarz 

Elle Lansing 

Judy Drake 

Nancy Clifford 

Pat Clark 

Ben Roach 

Noah Howe 

Bob Bogino 

Hayley Root 



Celebration Sunday, September 9th! 
We hope that this summer has been a grand one for all of our St. James community; time for rest, 

relaxation, family and fun. We begin our 2018–2019 program year on Sunday, September 9th, with a 

Celebration Sunday, a time of gathering, fun, and community. Beginning 

Sunday, September 9th , we return to our two Sunday Eucharistic services: our 

8 a.m. Rite I (spoken) service of Holy Eucharist and our second service at 10:15 

a.m. Church school will begin, also returning on the 10th, at 10 a.m. 

The 10:15 a.m. service will be held indoors this year with special music, as our choir 

comes back from their summer hiatus. Immediately following the service, we will have our 

traditional celebratory picnic out on the patio, with hotdogs, hamburgers and drinks provided by the 

church. There will be places to eat inside, as well. Please join us and bring a side dish or dessert to 

share. The signup sheet is in the narthex! Please sign up to bring something for to share! We will 

have games and activities outside (weather permitting, if not, indoors) for our children and people of 

all ages. We hope you will plan to join us, invite your neighbors, and celebrate the beginning of 

another program year. Let us praise God for all of His goodness and mercies, for the great privilege 

or being together in community, in His name. 

 

 

 

 

Choir at St. James 

There are few ways of wholeheartedly expressing the Love of God more than through singing. 

Everyone who has had the blessing of being taken by music or creating music knows 

that it elevates and inspires the soul, which is why it is such an important part of our 

service. The choir at St. James experiences that pleasure weekly. The hard work put in 

by every member benefits themselves and the congregation. Now that we are kicking off 

a new program year, we would like to invite anyone who wants to participate in our 

music–making to sit in on a rehearsal or two. If you are interested in joining only for a 

few services, or for special services, such as Christmas Eve or Lessons and Carols, then we also 

welcome you. There's a great joy that comes when sharing a piece of music, especially if it is 

particularly meaningful to you. If you love to sing, than you'll fit right in! Join us on Wednesdays at 

7:30 p.m., beginning September 5th. 

 

 

 

 

Church school fall kick–off! 

Welcome Back! Church School will begin on Sunday, September 9th. As we settle 

back into our routine, the youth will meet new friends and enjoy seeing current 

friends, collaborate on creating a Kindness Garden for the church, and enjoy 

monthly First Sunday lessons as well as weekly classroom learnings. Throughout 

the year, our church school youth will be challenged to ask themselves "Who is 

Jesus (really) to me?" Our First Sunday lessons will begin in October. As always, we 

are happy to have any parish member join in our classroom fun and watch our 

amazing youth grow in their faith.  

Julia Grieco 
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Who is Jesus to me, really? 

Over the next two years, my sincere hope is that many of us will be set on fire by the question, “Who 

is Jesus to me, really?” Who Jesus is to us has a great deal of bearing on how we live our lives and 

reminds us that we are all on a spiritual journey in this life. “Who is Jesus to me, really?” also has 

huge implications on how we interact with, love, and nourish our fellow humans. To assist us in our 

exploration of “Who is Jesus to me, really?”, we are going to study the scriptures where Jesus can be 

most readily discovered: the Gospels.  

Beginning on Sunday, September 23rd, after the 8 a.m. service, we will begin journeying with a 

special resource that will give us much to think about in the coming two years: N. T Wright’s series, 

For Everyone. N. T. Wright is one of the leading Christian writers in the English language at present 

and is the retired Bishop of Durham in the Church of England. We will start our journey 

with the question, “Who is Jesus to me, really?”, by reading Matthew’s Gospel in the fall 

and using The Rev. Dr. Wright’s guide, For Everyone, which has a small text for each 

book in the New Testament. We will begin by using Wright’s text on Matthew. On 

Wednesdays, beginning with September 26th at 6:30 p.m., we will do a program 

identical to the one on Sunday mornings. So, you will have two opportunities each week 

to engage with Fr. George and other members of the church with Bible study, specifically working on 

your own spiritual life with God. The question, ‘Who is Jesus to me, really?” should permeate 

everything we do, but our journey will be a process. So, this year we will explore Matthew and next 

fall, we will look at Luke’s Gospel.  

We are all hard-pressed for time and pulled in many directions, often at the same time. I must always 

remind myself that there is nothing more important in my life than my growing relationship with God. 

Jesus Christ is the prism that we see God through and Christ shapes our sense of God’s goodness 

and the powerful salvation that His life and sacrifice promise us. The RenewalWorks process that we 

went through last spring encouraged us to utilize scripture more in our daily and continuing desire to 

grow closer to God. We hope “Who is Jesus to me, really?” will give us a clearer way to look at how 

relationship with Jesus shapes our lives. So, join us, please, for what will be a casual exploration of 

Matthew’s Gospel, but a potential opening of pathways to energized spiritual life and growth in 

relationship with God in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry Updates 
While summer has been wonderful and a blessing, we are so excited to start off our new church year 

with the youth of our Parish! We are looking forward to monthly events and the 2018-2019 

Confirmation Class. Some highlights of this will include a mission trip, volunteer 

opportunities, and an opportunity to explore faith with other youth groups at 

Happening at Camp Washington in March. There will be an informational 

meeting Sunday, September 16th, after church for all interested youth and 

their families to hear the specifics of the requirements for Confirmation. We 

are also excited to partner with First Church of Christ, Congregational for new 

and hands on events and team building throughout the year. This year will be full of fun, 

faith, and community building, and we cannot wait to get started!  

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 

 



Page 5                                                                St. James Epistle 

 

Adult Formation opportunities 

Again, remember that on Sunday, September 23rd, between the services, we will begin our journey 

with the question, “Who is Jesus to me, really?” by beginning to explore Matthew’s Gospel with N. 

T. Wright’s For Everyone. The cost of the book is $10; please let us know if you would like a copy. 

Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the library, we will repeat our Sunday program for those who are not 

able to be with us on Sunday mornings. 

Please save the date of Saturday, September 22nd, to share in a movie 

experience at St. James. At 6 p.m. in our parish hall, we will watch the film Paul, 

Apostle of Christ. Please feel free to bring your dinner, if you like. We will provide 

snacks (including popcorn) and drinks. The movie is rated PG-13 for a few 

scenes that might be frightening to younger children. I have now watched this 

movie twice in its entirety and it truly is a wonderful exploration of the final days 

of the Apostle Paul, his ministry, and the fledging Christian community in Rome. We will have a little 

time after the film for discussion. Please plan to be with us! 

In early December, The Rev. Hope Eakins will be with us to speak on our theme for the year, “Who is 

Jesus to me, really?”, through the eyes of her trips to the Holy Land. Exact time and date TBA this fall. 

In the late winter or early spring, a member of the Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) will be with us 

to speak on “Who is Jesus to me, really?” through a slightly different lens. Speaker and date/time 

TBA later this fall. 

On Saturday, January 12th, we will have our second movie night of the formation year, with a 

showcasing of the movie, Risen. The film will begin at 6 p.m. in the parish hall with popcorn, snacks 

and drinks provided. The film follows a Roman tribune who is present at the crucifixion of Jesus and 

then is ordered to find Jesus’ body, which the Romans believed was stolen after the Resurrection. 

The film stars Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love), Peter Firth, and Tom Felton (Harry Potter). A 

truly inspirational and interesting look at how the events of Christ’s resurrection impact a person 

initially hostile to the faith. Join us. In case of snow, the date will be Saturday, February 9th. 

 

 

Prayer Team 

From time to time, the Prayer Team shares something that we have found helpful in the life of faith, 

in the hope that you may find it helpful, too. 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, 

for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. [1 Thessalonians 5:16-1] 

Consider that our personal expression of thankfulness to God in prayer, (“for our creation, 

preservation, and all the blessings of this life”), when done daily, in all circumstances --good or bad--  

is a building block for a life lived in “God's will.” Here is something I received the other day, which 

puts it another way …”In daily life we must see that it is not happiness that makes us grateful, but 

gratefulness that makes us happy.” {Unknown} 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz 

Carol Kirkwood 

Donna Paye 

Pat Clark 
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Knitting or Crocheting into the Mystery 

As The Reverend Hope Eakins said when she blessed the most recently completed Prayers Shawls, it 

is amazing how something so simple brings comfort to those who receive them. I have been told by 

recipients, who are not only grateful for the shawl and the comfort that it brings, but from at least 

one who felt she recovered more quickly. I heard from a parishioner at another church say that when 

she was diagnosed with breast cancer, she received four from friends in different faith communities. 

All of this is by way of a reminder that there is a basket in the Narthex with prayer shawls for 

distribution to those in need. It does not have to be a physical illness. They can be given to bring 

comfort in time of stress, loss, grief, or hardship. 

As our community is broad and neither Father George nor those of us who create the shawls know 

who might need them; therefore they are there for anyone to take to someone in need. Please feel 

free to do so. 

On the other side of that gift are the creators. This ministry could use a few more creators – knitters 

or crocheters. As I said in the beginning of this piece, four were blessed on Sunday, August 12th, but 

they could quickly be gone. If you would like to join this small group of creators of prayer shawls, 

either knitting or crocheting, I invite you to let me know. I will provide 

beginners with enough yarn and the necessary either knitting needles or 

crochet hooks along with instruction. There is nothing complicated about 

making a prayer shawl.  

Introductory knitting or crocheting lessons can occur on Sunday before the 

10:15 service or after it. Once a shawl is begun, there is no deadline for completion. Work at your 

own pace. Ideally we should meet and knit and pray together, however, knowing people’s time 

constraints, if you just knit prayerfully at home that is appreciated. 

If you have any interest in this ministry; want to learn to knit or crochet, please e-contact me. 

Remember to please take a shawl from the basket if you know of someone who needs one. 

Blessings, 

Mimi Hostetter 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday Breakfasts 

Find delicious food and fellowship at the First Sunday Breakfasts cooked by a great 

crew of men of the parish, led by John McBride: pancakes, waffles, sausage, bacon, 

eggs, breads, juice and coffee as good as Mom made. The menu may change from one 

month to the next -- come join us in the Parish Hall at 9 a.m. on the first Sunday of 

October as we joyfully re–gather after a summer apart!  
 

 

 

 

Your picture in a brochure or on the website? 

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various church activities on our website and in publications 

(like this Epistle). If you prefer that your photo NOT be displayed, please contact the parish office; we 

maintain a list of members whose likeness is not to be shared.   
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St James’ 2nd Annual Fall Fair: Saturday, October 13th, 9 am–4 pm 

Plans for the second annual St. James Fall Fair are well underway! The event will include a Craft Fair 

with artisans, crafters and vendors exhibiting their wares, a Baked Goods Table showcasing 

delectables from our own talented bakers, a Raffle Table of awesome items, and a Luncheon/ Cafe, 

where shoppers can "grab a coffee," "just a bite," or make a selection from our luncheon menu with 

desserts available by the slice. We will again offer colorful Mums for sale, and maybe pumpkins, too? 

It’s shaping up to be a really fun day! 

This year, we are adding craft booths on the patio and lawn, in addition to our inside booths. Our 

hope is that the entire parish will enjoy this October event, and that the surrounding community will 

enjoy being welcomed into our parish home. The proceeds benefit St. James Outreach ministries. 

Leadership is in place for the following key areas: Crafter Liason: Dee Vincenzo,  Building Set-Up: 

John Mc Bride, Kitchen/Cafe: Ev Lyons, Raffle: Sheila Church, Bake Sale: Dona Waugh, Publicity: 

Donna Paye, Mums: Elizabeth Mc Bride; and  Clean-Up: Chandler Howard. But with the Fair fast 

approaching, we need your assistance. There is much to do! Whether it's preparing the building for 

the crafters’ arrivals, lending a hand in the kitchen/cafe, baking, working at the bake sale table, 

selling mums, donating items for our raffle or cafe, or putting things back in place afterwards, we all 

have a part to play! Please take a moment, consider what you can do to help, and then approach one 

of the area leaders with your offer to assist them. We'd really appreciate it! You can also contact 

Donna Paye, if you have questions. 

 

At this time, we especially need donations of the following: 

1. Raffle Items: please contact Sheila Church for ideas, and to let her know what you 

are donating. These should be new, unused items, and we reserve the right to edit 

items. Sheila needs to do some advance work on the raffle items, so let her know what 

you intend to donate. She needs to receive your item at church by Sunday, September 

30th. You can contact Sheila. 

2. Supplies for the Luncheon/ Cafe: donations of selected pantry items will greatly help 

defray our food cost: Canned tomato soup, pickle spears, individual bags of potato 

chips, soda in cans, and bottled water. Also, Stop & Shop cards of $5 or $10 would be 

greatly appreciated to help defray costs of perishables. A list, with needed quantities, 

and a collection box will be in the narthex at church. You can contact Donna Paye with 

any questions. 

3. Baked Goods: to be sold in the Bake Sale Table. bars, cookies, breads, cakes, pies, 

fudge, snacks, etc., etc.! Last year our fantastic bake sale made the biggest profit of 

all! Please contact Dona Waugh and let her know what you are baking.  

 

 

THANK YOU! 
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Church by the Pond this fall 

On Saturday, October 20th, St. James will once again be participating in Church by the Pond in 

Bushnell Park. Please contact Jessica Watkin with any questions! Here are some ways you can be 

involved in this important ministry: 

• Sign up to make a financial donation to purchase the personal care and cool-weather items 

needed for the kits. The sign-up sheet will be in the narthex later in September. Make your check 

payable to St. James Parish with “Church by the Pond” in the memo line and include in the 

offering plate or mail or drop off at the church office. 

• Sign up to attend Church by the Pond on October 20th at 2 p.m., worship in Bushnell Park, and 

hand out the toiletry kits. This is a family-friendly event. The sign-up sheet will be in the narthex 

later in September. These worship opportunities have become one of the most important events 

of our family’s year. 

• Drop off new, unopened individual-sized toiletries from your travels in the blue bin that will be 

placed in the narthex later in September. We’ll give these “hotel goodies” to Christ Church 

Cathedral to hand out to guests at their soup kitchen. 

 

 

 

Embracing the Other: Let’s talk about Difference & Connection 
October 28th 2:30–5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of Calvary Retreat Center, 31 Colton Street, Farmington 

Our religious traditions teach us that we should treat others with love, kindness and generosity. Yet, 

our impulses and actions often betray those core values. Too frequently, fear and suspicion affect 

our relationships with those we perceive as “different." On October 28th we will hear from several 

outstanding speakers who represent 3 traditions (Christianity, Islam and Judaism) 

on the topic of “embracing the other.” They will guide us, provide lessons and 

stories from their own religious backgrounds and offer inspiring perspectives about 

connecting in a fractured world. 

Following this portion of the program, we will share a dialogue method that will help 

us engage more deeply with those who see things differently than we do. The 

training will enable individuals, families and young adults to gain new tools to address conflict 

without rancor. There will be an experiential component during the dialogue training. 

The Farmington Valley League of Light is honored to partner with Our Lady of Calvary Retreat Center 

to host this program. The keynote speakers will be: 

 Deacon Art Miller – Catholic Deacon, author, radio host, revivalist and retired businessman. As a 

nationally known preacher, he has traveled throughout the country raising the need of 

conversion to “Radical Love”. Echoing the thoughts of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Miller believes 

that as part of the great human experience, no one can sit idly tolerant of the great injustices 

that happen anywhere in the world. 

 Rabbi Debra Cantor – spiritual leader of B’nai Tikvoh-Sholom in Bloomfield, is very involved in 

education throughout our community. In addition to having several roles at the Hartford 

Seminary, she recently founded the Neshama Center for Lifelong Learning. Rabbi Cantor is an 

interfaith leader who has lectured widely and has contributed articles to many publications.  

 Imam Omer Bajwa – Director of Muslim Life in the Chaplain’s Office at Yale. His interests include 

Islam in the United States, inter-religious engagement, and Islam and the global media. He 
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regularly lectures about these topics and others at campuses, congregations, and in 

communities across the U.S.  
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Summary of Vestry Minutes – June 18, 2018 
 

In attendance: Fr. George Roberts, EJ Ososki, Chris Roach, Rebecca McFarland, Cathie Martin, Dona 

Waugh, Bill Raymond, Julia Grieco,  Ann Monroe-Baillargeon, and Todd Root. (Absent: Jessica Watkin 

and John Smith) 

 

Minutes for May 2018 

No questions or discussion. Ann moved to approve the minutes, Bill seconded, unanimous vote to 

approve. 

  

Ministry Reports 

Finance/Treasurer’s report – May 2018 

EJ reports: “Attached are the May 2018 financials. Overall, we are very close to our target with a 

projected deficit of $23,000 and an actual deficit of $25,000. The expenses are doing very well with 

us coming in favorably by $7.600. We are struggling on the income side of things with total income 

coming in under budget by $9.200 driven by pledges being behind by $11,000 ...” 

Discussion: There is a $12,000 deficit, hope to make up ground in June with the 5 weekends.  It is 

typical to come out of the summer behind.  By end of the summer, should have a better feel as to 

where we are financially. Expenses are in-line. It was suggested to look in September to see if we 

have lost any parishioners who had large outstanding pledges. It was suggested to offer online pay 

option and give the option for any administrative fees to be included in pledge. Julia motioned to 

have parish office identify the top three (3) online pay tools so we can discuss/decide via email, 

Rebecca seconded, unanimous vote to approve the motion. 

Cathie moved to approve the report, Chris seconded, unanimous vote to approve the report. 

Exploring capital projects to be done, progress – John Smith 

John is supposed to meet this week with the painter. Eagle is doing the roof repairs. The carpets in 

the entire church will be cleaned, cost approximately $800. 

 

Old Business 

RenewalWorks 

The full draft report was shared with the Vestry prior to the meeting for review, comments and 

approval.  

Discussion: The focus of the RenewalWorks team was to look at the greatest area of growth not at 

every specific bump at St. James that came out in the inventory. The way to identify areas of action 

and growth is to take the top two items and dig deep into those areas. 

Those present, felt the report was well done, suggested may want to include next steps with dates. It 

is now up to the Vestry to determine if they want to own the suggestions and if they feel it would drive 

a positive direction forward. Vestry would set the priorities it wants to support. The ongoing action is 

to figure out how to empower for the actions to be carried out. Need to determine the willingness in 

the Vestry to support some the suggested activities. What Vestry needs to do: How can we exert 

leadership? How can we have people take on a ministry? Action was set to have Vestry dive deep 

into report over summer and see what they can really get behind, such as Beer and Bible session in 

the community, maybe with rotating leadership. 

Bill moved to approve the report with grammatical edits, Cathie seconded, unanimous vote to 

approve the report. 
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Stewardship 

When we return from summer we will be about 3 weeks away from annual appeal. Work will need to 

get done over the summer months. There are a couple meetings between now and end of August to 

plan the annual appeal and determine how to integrate Stewardship into our regular happenings. 

Vestry will be copied on communications to stay informed. In the past it has been one point person, 

better to have a team focused on stewardship. 

 

New Business 

Theme for next year program 

The theme for next program year will be “Who is Jesus (to me), really?” 

Open Vestry Seat 

Need to replace Ann’s seat on Vestry. If you have suggestions please forward to Fr. George as soon 

as possible. 

Bibles 

Young parishioners receive Bibles at First Communion and Confirmation. Joyce Bettencourt 

purchased about 50 Bibles of different editions; they are available for anyone interested. 

Church Meetings 

Asking groups that have church related meetings to have a reflection on scripture and a short prayer 

to begin their gathering. Make this part of what we do! 

 

George moved to adjourn, Chris seconded, unanimous vote to adjourn. We closed in prayer and 

adjourned at 8:51 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julia Grieco, Vestry 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Blessing of the Animals: October 7th 

On Sunday, October 7th at 3 p.m., we will hold our annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of the 

Feast of St. Francis, whose statue looks over the patio portion of our memorial garden. St. Francis, 

the patron saint of animals, is said to have had a special affinity for animals; they seemed drawn to 

him. Someone once said that having a dog (I suppose we could say the same for cats and maybe 

other animals, too) is like having the Spirit of God, a piece of God, in our homes. Their unconditional 

love is said to mirror the egoless, selfless love that our Savior encouraged us to have toward one 

another. So, bring your dog, cat, fish, lizard, snake (*sigh*, if you 

must), and any of God's creatures, spiders probably excepted. We 

will have a short liturgy, immediately followed by a laying on of 

hands and blessing of your animal friend. If you have a large or sick 

animal that you cannot bring, let Fr. George know and he will come 

to you to give a blessing. Feel free to invite your neighbor(s) to 

bring their pet. If the weather is uncooperative, we will meet in the 

parish hall. 
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St. James Parish 
3 Mountain Road in Farmington, CT 06032 

860–677–1564 
www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

Church School Registration 2018–2019 
 

Student Information 
 

Family Last Name: __________________________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:   ___________________________ 

 

Child’s Full Name Nickname Grade 
Birth Date 

MM/DD/YY 
Baptized 

    
Yes    No 

    
Yes    No 

    
Yes    No 

    
Yes    No 

    
Yes    No 

 

 

Parent Information 
 

Parent Name Email Address & Cell Phone Number 

  

 

Parent Name 
 

Email Address & Cell Phone Number 

  

 

Medical problems, allergies, special needs, food problems? Other info we should know? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

over please → 
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Our Church School is a cooperative endeavor, a privilege and responsibility we all share. It is 

anticipated that all DADS/MOMS/GRANDPARENTS will assist in the church school classrooms either 

as a classroom teacher or a parent helper. It’s a big help to St. James, a wonderful message to send 

to the children and a way to better understand our Christian Education program.  

 

I would enjoy sharing my time: 
 

___ As a classroom teacher (please indicate preferred classroom) 

PreK–Kindergarten 

 Grades 1–3 

 Grade 4–5 

 

___ As a parent helper (assigned to a classroom or as a hall monitor)  

 

Please circle the months that you are available to teach: 
 

September   February 

October   March 

November   April 

December   May 

January 

 

Being a lead teacher does not require you to teach every Sunday in the session. There will be 

substitute teachers available for the days that you cannot teach. However, we ask that you teach 

most of the Sundays in the session so the children have stability and consistency in their learning. 

Also, as a lead teacher you never have to prepare for the class on your own. Assistance is provided 

for planning lessons and crafts each week.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Permission to publish photos: Photos of the children and youth are sometimes posted on the church 

website, Facebook page or sent to local media outlets. The children and youth are NOT identified in 

the photos. Please check the following and sign below. 

I give permission for photos of my child(ren) to be posted on the St. James website, Facebook page 

and to be sent to local media outlets (The Patch, Courant, etc.).      yes ____       no ____ 

 

 

____________________________________   ________________ 

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian    Date 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
       

2 
HE 9:00 

 

10:15 Lemonade 

on the Lawn 

 

3 
 

Labor Day 

Parish office  

closed 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

6 
 

10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

6:00 Church 

School Teachers 

meeting 

7 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

1 
 

8 
 

9 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

Celebration 

Sunday 
10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Picnic! 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

12 

HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

13 
 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

15 
 

 

 

16 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour; 

Confirmation 

parents & youth 

meeting 

17 
 

October Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

19 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

20 
9:30 Prep & 

serve lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

22 
 

 

 

4:00 Doris 

Tchakarides 

commital 

 

6:30 Movie: 

Paul, Apostle 

of Christ 

23 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts  

26 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

27 
 

 

 

 

6:00 ECCT 

budget meeting 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

29 
 

 

 

30 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

View the entire calendar of events at our webpage: www.stjamesfarmington.org upcoming events.  

http://www.stjamesfarmington.org/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. James Parish 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 
 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Moffat                Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

 

OFFICERS 

Cathie Martin & John Smith, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer  

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer  

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  

VESTRY 
      2018                                2019     2020 

Bill Raymond             Cathie Martin             Julia Grieco  

Chris Roach                    Michael Slusarz      Rebecca McFarland  

John Smith               Todd Root            Dona Waugh  

 

St. James Parish 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032 

 


