
Sunday, May 24, 2020  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Holy Eucharist Rite 2 

Hymn   My country, ‘tis of thee (vv. 1 & 4) Hymnal 717 

 

The Word of God 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg. 355 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen 

 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 



Collect for Purity  BCP pg. 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Hymn of Gratitude O bless the Lord, my soul! Hymnal 411 

 

Collect of the Day (in unison) 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 
gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 

Reading  Acts 1:6-14  

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 



Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Psalm 66:1–10, 33–36 (said responsively, the people’s response in bold) 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
let them also be merry and joyful. 

Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness, 

The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,  
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 

He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 

Reading  1 Peter 4:12−14; 5:6–11  

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 



is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, 
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers 
and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you 
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be 
the power forever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN  Praise the Lord through every nation (v. 1)  Hymnal 484 
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The Holy Gospel John 17:1–11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am 
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.” 

HYMN  Praise the Lord through every nation (v. 2)  previous pages 
Hymnal 484 

The Sermon  The Rev. George Roberts 

The Nicene Creed  BCP pg. 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

In our joys and our sufferings let us give glory to God. And let us offer prayers for all 
persons in the world, to keep them in God’s name, responding, Lord, hear us.  

For the church, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, Presiding Bishop; 
Ian and Laura, our Bishops, and all the holy people of God in every place. Lord, hear us. 

For Donald, our President, Ned, our Governor, all the leaders of the nations and peace in 
the world. Lord, hear us. 

For Farmington, Unionville, and the community all around us. Lord, hear us. 

For all in any pain and all who sorrow. For all who have asked for our prayers, especially 
Eunice, Bill Larkin and all at Rocky Hill’s Veteran’s Home where COVID-19 has shown up, 
Henry and Marlene, Ruth Ososki, Ann, Peggy, Dennis, Elaine, Bonnie Mullen and all for 
whom we pray, silently or aloud … we pray, Lord, hear us. 

For those who rest in the peace of Christ and for all the departed, especially the men 
and women who gave their lives in service to something bigger than themselves, 
particularly in our nation’s military …. We remember them, this day. Lord, hear us.  

Lifting our voices with Saint James, the Apostle, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves 
and one another to the living God through Christ. Lord, hear us.  

Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you do infinitely more for us than we can 
ask or imagine: Hear our prayers for all your creation and gather us in the embrace of 
your abundant and life-giving Spirit. Give us peace, that all wars may cease, and men 
and women may no longer need die for any cause. Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Peace  

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem  

The Great Thanksgiving – Prayer C  BCP pg. 369 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and 
not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, 
that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

During Holy Communion, those at home, who cannot physically receive Communion, are 
encouraged to say the following prayer, one of spiritual Communion: 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I 
present to You my soul and body with the earnest wish that they may always be 
united to You. And since I cannot now receive You, O God, sacramentally, I 
beseech You to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to You, Almighty 
One, and embrace You with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate 
You from me. May I live and die, ever in Your love. Amen. 

 [Armed Forces Prayer Book, 1951] 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 



of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 

HYMN  O beautiful for spacious skies Hymnal 719 

 



The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

                       
 
 

This mornings’ altar flowers are given in celebration of the birth of our son, Scott Billings, 
over 50 years ago. 

~ Pat & Neil Clark 
 
 
 
Sunday Bible Study: Please join us via Zoom for our continuing study of Mark's Gospel, 
following worship on Sunday morning. We will convene at approximately 11:30 and share a 
time of discernment and discussion. The Zoom meeting info is: 

https://zoom.us/join 
Meeting ID: 980 0678 8750 
Password: 295616       

 
 
 
Sparks Bible - reflection & insight for our youngest members: Each Monday, posted on the 
St. James Facebook Page, you will find short, fun, insightful videos that parish member Amy 
Greaves puts together using the Sparks Bible curriculum. The 4–6 minute lessons are geared for 
pre-K to 4th graders, but anyone is welcome to join in. You can also find them on our website 
(https://www.stjamesfarmington.org/videos), scrolling down for Amy Greaves' posts. Feel free 
to comment and send us your children's answers/reactions either on FB or to Fr. George's email 
at rector.st.james@sbcglobal.net . 
 
 
 
Pledges & giving during this time of social distancing: We very much appreciate that many are 
mailing in your pledges regularly and/or continue to fulfill your giving in whatever manner you 
typically do! St. James cannot continue to support our parishioners and the wider community 
without your support. You may choose to set up St. James Parish as a regular payee in your 
online banking system. Some parishioners have bank checks "automatically" mailed to the 
parish on a weekly or monthly basis. We now offer online giving directly through the parish 
website at www.stjamesfarmington.org which will link you to PayPal and allow you to use 
your PayPal account or a debit/credit card for a one-time or recurring donation to the parish. 
Please make use of the “write a note” option if you need to let the office know anything 
specifics about your donation. Scroll down to the Our Services section on the home page and 
click the yellow DONATE button. Thank you! 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/join
https://www.stjamesfarmington.org/videos
mailto:rector.st.james@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stjamesfarmington.org/


Join us for worship this morning online 

For the best audio quality, watch us on Facebook Live (you do NOT need to have a 
Facebook account) – https://bit.ly/StJamesLive 
 
 
 

 

Join us for worship during the week: 

Mondays for Morning Prayer at 10 am 

Wednesdays for Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm 

Fridays for Compline at 7:30 pm. 
 
Facebook Live on St. James Parish’s Facebook page: 
                 https://bit.ly/StJamesLive 
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