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Giving thanks 

Thanksgiving … “an expression [prayer] of gratitude, especially to God; a public acknowledgment or 

celebration of divine goodness.” She is thankful for her daughter. He gives thanks for another 

successful year at work. Thankfully, all survived the accident without serious injury. We all know what 

“giving thanks” means, to have gratitude for something, whatever that thing may be. And, certainly, we 

often associate giving thanks with our most general of holidays, Thanksgiving, when we typically gather 

together with family and close friends and eat a lot of turkey, mashed potatoes, etc. The first pilgrims 

gathered with Native American friends for the first “Thanksgiving” and shared food as a sign of 

gratitude toward the Divine light that brought them, in their eyes, safely through their first year of peril 

in the new world. The spirit of sharing and hope that accompanied that first Thanksgiving gave way 

fairly quickly to suspicion, anger, betrayal, and violence, as white Europeans attempted to move the 

native peoples of the American east coast by any means necessary. Extermination, unfortunately, was 

not off the table as people of European descent, primarily, pushed forever westward, while native 

people probably had less and less to feel thankful for and certainly no gratitude at all for these fair-

skinned interlopers with guns. 

Thanksgiving is meant to be our lot, as we give thanks to God for His many blessings. Giving thanks for 

blessings, for God’s presence in our lives, is thanksgiving, too, only of a slightly different sort. Giving 

thanks for all of God’s people, generations of many different cultures and backgrounds, is something 

we are all called to do. We give thanks for the opportunity to show forth in love and honor to God for all 

He has done for us. As we move into the Thanksgiving season, we reflect on all that we are thankful for 

in this world and how God has placed us on this planet, in this time and place, with a purpose: to work 

to live into His kingdom, share the good news of His love, and to “have life, and have it abundantly” 

[John 10:10b]. Part of our need to give thanks to God is expressed in what we give, offer, and share 

with St. James Parish and its continuing life and ministry. If we believe that the Church is the body of 

Christ (which we live so imperfectly), then we are called to strengthen the body, support the body, and 

love the body. Let us give thanks with full and grateful hearts for the continuing witness of Jesus Christ 

in this place and make it a place of justice, peace, and hope that is a light of Christ for the world. May 

our gratitude overflow! 

In Christ, George+ 

 

 

Community Worship & Celebration of Thanksgiving! 

An Ecumenical Celebration of Thanksgiving for Farmington/Unionville will be held on Tuesday, 

November 20th at 7 p.m. here at St. James Parish. There will be a combined choir for the service and 

anyone wishing to sing in the choir may join the rehearsal at 6 p.m. in the church that evening.  

St. James Parish 

Epistle 

Rector’s Message 
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Warden’s Corner 

Thank you, Sue Deming, for keeping me on my toes and not letting me miss the Epistle! That being 

said I wanted to talk today about being on Vestry.  

When George first approached me on this a few years ago, I was a bit apprehensive and 

embarrassed to say that I really didn’t have a clue what the Vestry was or did. I was relatively new to 

the Episcopal faith and was still learning the ropes overall. I attended the first retreat and walked 

away feeling so overwhelmed by the amount of faith and knowledge that surrounded me. 

In the past 2 years I have realized that being on the Vestry, for me, was so much more than having a 

say in how our church functions, what repairs need to be done, and how to handle George’s 

upcoming sabbatical. It became about the people that serve with me, the time and care everyone 

puts into the decisions regarding our little parish, and growth I have felt in my own 

personal faith.  

I have learned so many things from my fellow Vestry members that I cannot help but 

walk away with a better understanding of not only our church but myself as well. 

Every year 3 members “roll off” Vestry and we seem to struggle to find people willing to fill those 

seats. Two years ago I never would’ve thought myself worthy to be in this spot now, but here I am. 

and I am so very grateful for the opportunity to serve. 

So I would love for you all to ask yourself if being on the Vestry is something you would ever 

consider? Could you make a difference? Have knowledge to share? 

If you think so, please reach out to us. We are all here for you and would love to hear your voices. 

Until next time, 

Cathie Martin, Co-Warden 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday Breakfasts 

Find delicious food and fellowship at the First Sunday Breakfasts cooked by a great crew 

of men of the parish, led by John McBride: pancakes, waffles, sausage, bacon, eggs, 

breads, juice and coffee as good as Mom made. The menu may change from one month 

to the next -- come join us in the Parish Hall at 9 a.m. on the first Sunday of November!  
 

 

 

 

Church school updates 

Church School is in full swing! Believe it or not we are already thinking of Advent and all the joy the 

surrounds us all during this time. One way our Church School youth can participate is to 

save their spare change for Sparks the Dragon! For the four Sundays of Advent, all 

donations made to Sparks the Dragon will go to the American Friends of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Jerusalem. Wishing all our Church School families a grateful Thanksgiving! 

Julia Grieco 
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Youth Ministry Updates  

During our first few weeks back we have been exploring all the ways God show his kindness through 

us. We have assisted the Church School in their creation of a kindness garden, have engaged in ice 

breakers, and collected leaves to demonstrate the ways that although the world is constantly 

changing, God and Jesus are always consistent.  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:8 

Finally, we are so excited to have begun planning our first Youth Sunday of the 2018–2019 church 

program year. Join us November 18th as the youth lead the congregation through the first portion of 

the service and for special music led by our youth and Church School! 

 

 

 

Confirmation Corner 

November brings our second Confirmation Class on November 18th. Our focus for the month will be 

on establishing the mentor/youth relationship. We are looking for any parish members interested in 

being a mentor for our youth in the confirmation class. Please see me after church on a Sunday or 

email me at amy.sjyouthminister@gmail.com if you might be interested! Mentors will be asked to 

attend the first hour of this class session and are invited to join us for lunch! 

Amy Moffat, Youth Minister 

 

 

 

Celebrate our thanks! 

Please join us on Saturday, November 10th, at 5 p.m., for a celebratory Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner for Stewardship in the parish hall. Our Annual Appeal for 

Stewardship is in full swing and we would like to mark the formal conclusion of the 

Appeal by gathering for a meal and a time of music and celebration. Join us at 5 p.m. 

for hors d’oeuvres, dinner to follow. There will be activities upstairs for the children 

with our nursery supervisor, Laura Vacca, assisted by our youth, too. Families, know 

you are so very welcome and please join us. Blake Hansen and Rebecca de Almeida will provide 

lovely music for us to dine to, and dinner will be delicious. Please rsvp to Cathie Martin by 

November 4th, so we can know how many to prepare for or sign up on the bulletin board. We will 

have a separate sheet for folks who are able to bring large portions of specific items to share may do 

so. God’s blessings and thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

All Souls’ Day service 

Friday, November 2nd is All Souls’ Day, a day traditionally commemorated in the Church for those who 

have died, particularly in the previous year. All Saints’ Day is typically celebrated on the Sunday 

following November 1st. This year, we will commemorate All Souls’ with a few 

flourishes acknowledging the just passed All Saints’ Day as well. If there is 

someone’s name you would like remembered, forward it to the parish office by 

Monday, October 29th, and we will pray for that person and say their name during 

the service. The service will take place in the Chapel at noon. Please join us if you are able! 
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Sharing the Feast: Thanksgiving Basket Project 
St James Parish will once again work with the Town of Farmington to supply ten families in need with 

food to prepare their Thanksgiving meals. A poster with the list of Thanksgiving foods is posted in the 

narthex. Please sign up for one or more items. Non–perishable foods may be left in the box labeled 

Thanksgiving Meals. All items must be delivered to St James by Sunday, November 18th. Food for the 

Thanksgiving meals will be delivered to Farmington Community Services who will 

then distribute the meals to the families. Any questions? Please contact 

Pat Clark. Thank you for your continuing generosity!   

 

 

 

 

Adult Formation opportunities 

On Sundays, between the services, we are working with the question, “Who is Jesus to me, really?” 

by exploring Matthew’s Gospel with N. T. Wright’s For Everyone. Cost of the book is $10; please let us 

know if you would like a copy. Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the library, we repeat our Sunday 

program for those who are not able to be with us Sundays. 

On Sunday, December 9th, at 4 p.m., The Reverend Hope Eakins will join us to talk about her 

journeys to the Holy Land and how they have shaped who Jesus is to and for her. Please join us for 

some time of conversation and spiritual questioning. A light reception will follow. 

In the late winter or early spring, a member of the Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS) will be with us 

to speak on “Who is Jesus to me, really?” through a slightly different lens. Speaker and date/time 

TBA later this fall. 

On Saturday, January 12th, we will have our second Movie Night of the formation year, with a 

showcasing of the movie, Risen. The film will begin at 6 p.m. in the parish hall with popcorn, snacks 

and drinks provided. The film follows a Roman tribune who is present at the crucifixion of Jesus and 

then is ordered to find Jesus’ body, which the Romans believed was stolen after the Resurrection. 

The film stars Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love), Peter Firth, and Tom Felton (Harry Potter). A 

truly inspirational and interesting look at how the events of Christ’s resurrection impact a person 

initially hostile to the faith. Join us. In case of snow, the date will be Saturday, February 9th. 

 

 

 

 

Church by the Pond report 

On Saturday, October 20th, Fr. George led a Eucharistic service in 

Bushnell Park. We worshiped with over 50 guests and distributed 

cold-weather personal-care kits thanks to the generosity of our 

parish. Thanks especially to Judy Drake, Michael & Armen 

Slusarz, Dave & Donna Paye, Jerry & Barbara Hess, George & 

Tracey Roberts, Nina Hayes, Neil & Pat Clark, Bill & 

Sheila Church, Elizabeth McBride, and the Roberts, Guglielmo, 

and Watkin families. We also handed off two large grocery bags 

full of hotel toiletries donated by our parishioners, which will be 

supplied to guests at Christ Church Cathedral's Sunday lunch 

program. Look for opportunities to join this ministry in May and 

November of 2019 
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St James’ 2nd Annual Fall Fair A HUGE SUCCESS!! 

In spite of the rain and chill outside, it was warm and wonderful inside! The Fair had a steady stream 

of patrons from beginning to end, and the artisans seemed to do very well, as did the Bake Sale (the 

highest sales number again this year), Cafe, Raffle, and Mums! 

Again, I can't thank the people of St. James enough for all their generous support and hard work ... 

for set-up, clean-up, baking, donating gift cards and pantry items, organizing the Raffle, organizing 

the Bake Sale, organizing the kitchen, cooking in the café, choosing and ordering mums and 

pumpkins, getting signs made and put out, and all those who worked the day of the Fair! 

Very special thanks go to Dee Vincenzo, who flies under the radar, but who was 

the contact person and liaison for all the vendors ... a very demanding job! 

Special thanks also to our Rector, George, for his unwavering support and 

encouragement in so many ways. Who was that we saw at 7 a.m. helping 

vendors set up in the rain?? 

Finally, a VERY big thank-you to our Parish Administrator, Sue Deming and our 

Sexton, Kelly Nauss  ... without their cheerful and continuing help, we couldn't have done it. 

And if I've inadvertently forgotten anyone, please know how grateful we are! 

And so friends, I can announce that the net profit from the Fair is $3,347!!! 

 

 

 

Your picture in a brochure or on the website? 

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various church activities on our website and in publications 

(like this Epistle). If you prefer that your photo NOT be displayed, please contact the parish office; we 

maintain a list of members whose likeness is not to be shared.   

 

 

 

Prayer Team – sharing thoughts 

Prayer does not have to be formal or planned. This wonderful prayer that Warden John Smith shared 

with us in last month's Epistle bears repeating. 

Lord, give me clean hands, clean words, and clean thoughts.- 

Help me to stand for the hard right against the easy wrong.- 

Save me from habits that harm. 

And help me to do something good each day and so grow more like Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz 

Carol Kirkwood 

Donna Paye 

Pat Clark 
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Celebrating November birthdays! 
 

Susan Kramer 

Rebecca Tuttle 

Chris Watkin 

Mimi Hostetter 

Mitchell Ives 

Jim Wilkie 

Catherine MacKay 

Sheila Church 

Betsy Stott 

Robert Root 

Henry Root 

Deb Agrella 

Janice Riemer 

Jay Buth 

Kathy Bullard 

Michaela Flynn 

Chris Hillemeir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree for the Friendship Service Center &  

Farmington Community Services 

The mission of the Friendship Service Center is to provide friendship and direct service to the poor 

and needy of Central Connecticut, including the ownership and operation of housing for the poor. 

Farmington Community Services provides support to residents experiencing financial, physical and 

psychosocial hardships. In December, the St. James Outreach Ministry will be asking 

you to help provide Christmas gifts to approximately 25 individuals from each 

organization beginning in December. Christmas ornaments representing each 

individual will hang from a Christmas tree displayed in the parish hall soon after 

Thanksgiving. More details will come out soon, so please be on the lookout! If you 

have any questions, please see Armen Slusarz or Sheila Church. Thank you very much! 

 

 

 

 

Congrats to one of our own! 

We want to congratulate our own Peter Hufstader who has had a book for young people published 

called The Riddle of the Graveyard. Here is a synopsis: 

After eleven-year-old Miguel Selph stumbles across the only clue to a sensational burglary on 

Great Whale Island, he and his older sister, Sara, join forces with twins Abbie and Jon Cooper 

to find and recover the stolen treasure — alone. The search, aboard the motorized dory 

Phoenix and the gaff-rigged sloop Loon, draws the kids into an increasingly dangerous 

cascade of events. Eventually the four friends, in their two boats, confront the vicious Captain 

Craven and his gang aboard the Thresher. 

The Riddle of the Graveyard is distributed by Hedge Fence Press 

(hedgepressfence.com) on Martha’s Vineyard. Congratulations again, Peter!! 

About Peter Hufstader: Peter is a 1950’s graduate of Andover and Yale. After active 

duty in the Navy, Peter taught English at the secondary level and worked for a 

public interest group in Rhode Island. Peter is also a past commodore of the 

Edgartown Yacht Club on Martha’s Vineyard. He and his wife, Kam, live in Avon. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
       

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

1 
10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

 

6:30 Htfd Power 

Squadron 

2 
 

12:00 All 

Souls’ Svc 

AA 

3 

 

4 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 First Sunday 

Breakfast; Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

 
 

 

 

7 

HE 10:00 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

8 
 

 

 

6:30 Htfd Power 

Squadron 

9 
 

 

 

6:30 AA 

10 
 

5 pm 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner for 

Stewardship 

 

11 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

12 
 

Parish office 

closed in 

observance of 

Veterans’ Day 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

 

14 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

15 
9:30 Prep/serve 

lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

November 

Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

6:30 Htfd Power 

Squadron 

16 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

17 
 

 

18 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour; 

Confirmation 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

7:00 

Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving 

Service  

21 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

22 
 

 

 
 

 

23 
 

Parish office 

is closed 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

24 
 

 

 

25 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation: Who is 

Jesus to me, really? 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

26 
 

27 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

28 
HE 10:00 

 

 

 

6:30 Adult 

Formation: Who 

is Jesus to me, 

really? 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

29 
 

 

 

 

6:30 Htfd Power 

Squadron 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

St. James Parish 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 
 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Moffat                Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

Laura Vacca                       Nursery Supervisor 

OFFICERS 

Cathie Martin & John Smith, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer  

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer  

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  

VESTRY 
      2018                                2019     2020 

Bill Raymond             Cathie Martin             Julia Grieco  

Chris Roach            Michael Slusarz      Rebecca McFarland  

John Smith               Todd Root            Dona Waugh  

 

St. James Parish 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032 

 


