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Great things are promised, and they are imminent. Incredible events are proclaimed, events that no 

human ear has heard; unrevealed mysteries are opened up. The earth and humankind are already 

quaking under their advance. And a prophetic voice cries out into a frightened world: The kingdom of 

heaven has come near. The Lord himself is coming, the Creator and Judge. He comes with love for 

humankind. He wants to take humanity home to the everlasting banquet. He is coming. Are you ready? 

--Originally published in Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Works, taken here from Wonder of Wonders. 

Epiphany begins the great unveiling, the big reveal, a stunning “showing forth” (epiphany) of the good 

news that is Jesus Christ. Christmas has just passed, and we are living into the reality that God has 

broken into the world as one of us, God with us, our Emmanuel. The visitation by the three wisemen 

(kings, magi, howsoever we may refer to them) is really one of the first signs, so important in Luke’s 

Gospel, that Jesus will be a Savior for all people, not just Jews or any particular king of person. God in 

Christ has come to save each and every one of his children and, as Bonhoeffer says above, to take us 

to Himself from everlasting to everlasting light and love.  

When I was in Durham on my sabbatical last summer, I spent nearly two days in and around the 

glorious Cathedral there, which is the final resting place of St. Cuthbert, one of the earliest and best-

loved English saints. It rained a lot while I was there and during my second day, after a big rainstorm 

and the beautiful clearing that followed, I decided to take a walk by the River Wear, just at the base of 

the cathedral grounds. The river was positively furious! The day before, when I had first crossed the 

bridge to Durham, the river had been tranquil and placid, as the sun sank gorgeously behind it. Today, 

it was a torrent. I spied a huge branch, nearly a whole tree, in fact, coming under the bridge as I walked 

along the river. It was hurtling along so I decided I would quicken my pace and see if I could keep up 

with it. As I looked closer, I was arrested by the tree’s form: it was shaped like a cross, a nearly perfect 

cruciform. Two arms shot out to the side, a stump of a head above, and it wrestled its way downstream, 

tossed by the river. And, in that moment, the revealing of God’s great love brought me to tears, 

somehow. I saw this tree as Christ, crucified, swept about in the world’s river of cruelty, sin, anger, and 

abuse - its ugliness – and still moving along, undeterred, unstoppable, and forever unbroken  

Epiphany, and the season that follows, moving us toward Lent, tells us that God has come and has 

shown forth his love for us in the indomitable, impossibly brave and loving figure that is Jesus of 

Nazareth. God calls us, during Epiphany, to pay attention to the signs. “The kingdom of heaven has 

come near. The Lord himself is coming…He comes with love for humankind.” Are you, are we, ready? 

   In Christ, George+ 
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Join us for worship on New Year's Day 

Feast of the Holy Name 

On Wednesday, January 1st, at 11 a.m. in the chapel we will celebrate the Feast of the 

Holy Name of Jesus with Eucharist. Please join us for this day that marks the beginning of 

our new year, but celebrates Jesus, the Christ. A short reflection will precede the 

celebration of Holy Communion, with prayers for healing following. Come lay your 

challenges and joys at the feet of our Savior. 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday Breakfast 

Find delicious food and fellowship at the First Sunday Breakfasts cooked by a great crew of men of 

the parish: pancakes, sausage, bacon, eggs, breads, juice and coffee as good as Mom made. The 

menu may change from one month to the next. Due to conflicts on the actual first Sunday of 

December, we’re moving ahead one week -- come join us in the Parish Hall at 9 a.m. on the first 

Sunday of January, the 5th as we joyfully gather in fellowship!  
 

 

 

 

Courageous Candlelight Conversation: Mindfulness, Spirituality, & God 
January 15, 2020, 7 p.m. 

Courageous Candlelight Conversations provide a forum to explore the connection between 

contemplative practice and vital social issues. Engaged citizenship in which people take an active 

role in their communities relies upon honest dialogue and sincere listening about our common 

convictions and diverging viewpoints. Candlelight Conversations provide a space for 

true exchange where people deeply encounter one another in a spirit of authenticity 

and compassion. Each Candlelight Conversation will include meditation, mindful 

conversation, and teaching, concluding with tea and refreshments. 

For our first Courageous Candlelight Conversation of 2020, we will hold space for 

shares and reflections on the topic of mindfulness, spirituality, and God. At Copper 

Beech Institute, mindfulness practice is a powerful bond that unites people from diverse spiritual 

backgrounds. Join us for a spirited conversation about the many possible connections between 

mindfulness and the spiritual life. We’ll explore the distinctions and overlap between religion and 

spirituality as we examine how mindfulness can be a sacred path to the divine. Facilitated by 

Miranda Chapman, this gathering will feature Copper Beech Institute Executive Director Brandon 

Nappi. 

Copper Beech Institute maybe found at 303 Tunxis Road in West Hartford All are welcome. No 

registration necessary. Freewill offering.   

 

 

 

Your picture in a brochure or on the website? 

St. James Parish uses candid photos of various church activities on our website and in publications 

(like this Epistle). If you prefer that your photo NOT be displayed, please contact the parish office; we 

maintain a list of members whose likeness is not to be shared. 
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Church school updates 

Welcome all our Church School families to 2020! Hopefully everyone had a joyful holiday season with 

families and friends. As we approach the cold months of winter, Sparks, the friendly Dragon Coin 

Bank, is "hungry" and wants to help those in need. Please conside having your children bring loose 

change to feed the Dragon. Once Sparks is full, we will have the classrooms decide where to donate 

the money! 

We welcome all children to join us for our First Sunday adventures in the church school wing. On the 

First Sunday of each month, all the church school grades gather together to learn a Bible story or 

work on a project. All are welcome! 

Parents please note: there will be NO classes on Sunday, January 19th due to the long school 

weekend for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.. 

Please come to learn about God and take a journey with your class! 

Julia Grieco 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry Updates  

Happy New Year, St. James community! We had such a wonderful end to the 2019 year with our 

Youth Fundraiser for Heifer International and our Youth Christmas party! The luncheon raised over 

$450 and will go a long way in helping communities across the world! 

As we start a new decade, I am inviting all middle and high school students to an 

overnight beginning with tubing at Ridge Mountain in Middlefield, CT and then 

spending the night at a lock-in back at church on Sunday, January 19th. We will 

engage in team building games, community, and just general fun! Dinner will be 

provided and tickets are $32 for tubing. If families need financial support, please 

speak to me or Father George. Please RSVP to me in person or at 

amy.sjyouthminister@gmail.com as soon as possible, so we can begin planning in more detail. Youth 

are encouraged to invite a friend from the community as well, to see what St. James Youth Group is 

all about!  

Amy Steele, Youth Minister 

 

 

 

 

Looking beyond ourselves: Farmington Food Pantry month! 

The Farmington Food Pantry, hosted at The First Church of Christ, Congregational, is a division of the 

Farmington Department of Social Services. All food recipients follow an application process and food 

is distributed only once a month to each client. St. James parishioners provide for the months of 

January and June as an ongoing project of the Outreach Committee. Food and monetary 

contributions may, of course, be made any time of the year. If you wish to 

make a monetary contribution, write the check out to St. James with 

Farmington Food Pantry in the note section. Please consider buying doubles 

of the staples that are regulars on your shopping list and bring in the 

duplicates to the narthex and place them in the box labeled Farmington Food 

Pantry. Watch bulletins and e–flashes for specific items that are needed. 

Please be generous. 
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Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. 

(childcare available) 

We can’t be a Church without an Annual Meeting. This is not because our by–laws require a meeting, 

but because God calls the church into community, and a community gets formed when it gathers. A 

group becomes a community when people come to know and trust and appreciate each other, when 

they work together for a common good cause, and, usually, when they share a meal together. We are 

a church, so we have a place where we come to worship Almighty God (so we need to paint and heat 

the buildings and mow and shovel the grounds). We have a God–given job to do (so we have to 

discern and support our mission). We have ordained clergy and we belong to a Diocese (so we have 

to support them and decide how much support to give).  

 Once a year we assemble to make decisions about these things. This year’s 

Annual Meeting is at 11:30 a.m. on January 26th. Between the end of the 

10:15 a.m. service and the meeting, you are invited to break bread and other 

good things together at lunch. At the meeting, we will: 

 Honor and thank our elected representatives who are retiring from the 

Vestry and elect officers and new Vestry members, 

 Celebrate the recipients of the Order of the Fisherman, those who have given extraordinary 

service to the parish during the past year, 

 Hear the financial state of the parish and vote to accept the financial report from last year 

and the budget proposed by the Vestry for the year ahead, 

 Receive reports from all the ministries of the parish with time for questions and discussion. 

 Express our ideas, questions, comments, appreciations, concerns, and hopes.  

This last is perhaps the most important part of the Annual Meeting: taking counsel together. Parishes 

that conduct their business in “parking lot” conversations are not very healthy, because matters that 

affect the whole congregation are discussed and decided by a few and rumors are rife and some 

people feel like outsiders. Parishes that discuss their concerns together build a strong basis for their 

common life and can do great things because they trust each other. 

A place is prepared for you at this meeting. 

If you are not there, you will be missed. 

Please, plan to come; we need you. 

Note: According to our bylaws, those eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting are “adult communicants 

(16 and over) who for at least six months prior to the meeting shall have been faithful attendants at 

the services of the Church and the Parish, unless for good cause prevented, faithful contributors to 

its support, and faithful in working praying and giving for the spread of the kingdom of God. 

REMINDER: Please submit your reports to the Parish Office by Wednesday, January 8th for inclusion 

in the St. James Annual Report. 
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Who is Jesus to me, really? meets What is healing? 

Last fall, we launched what was to be a two-year cycle of exploration of the four Gospels: Matthew, 

Luke, Mark, and John. We have, thus far, had a wonderful journey through Matthew and have just 

completed the Gospel of Luke. We have decided to take a little hiatus from For Everyone and our 

regular order and are going to tackle John’s Gospel in Epiphany (see article on The Good Book Club). 

We will come back to For Everyone and the Gospel of Mark at the outset of Lent, in late February. We 

already have the books for Mark, so you may pick one up on any Sunday before the outset of Lent. 

Another strand of our exploration of Who is Jesus to me, really? will help us 

confront and discuss the area of healing. Healing is something we normally 

consider mystical and in the realm of evangelicals. But remember, healing 

takes many forms. We are going to have a number of speakers, beginning 

with The Reverend Tom Furrer, Priest in Charge at Trinity, Wethersfield, who will talk to us about 

healing ministry, his work at the Kateri Clinic in Nigeria, and how mission and healing intersect. We 

are still trying to bring Fr. Tom among us and will later welcome a physician among us to discuss his 

experiences of healing and how both his vocation as a doctor and faith as a Christian intersect. More 

to come … 

On the second Monday of every month we have launched a new opportunity to engage in dialogue – 

Faith and Fries: Exploring Questions and Mysteries. During our RenewalWorks explorations in 2018, 

one suggestion for community connection, being more engaged Christians in our own town, was to 

begin a faith-based conversation somewhere in the community. Join us on Monday, January 27th at 

7 pm at Taprock Beer Bar & Refuge in Unionville, and the FOURTH Monday of each month thereafter, 

when we hold a casual, open, anyone-is-invited conversation on the mysteries and 

questions of faith. The format is a question or subject area and folks are encouraged 

to share, ask questions, voice concerns, etc. The Fries, in the Faith and Fries, means 

folks are welcome to have a drink, get something to eat, relax, and engage in 

meaningful dialogue. We hope that you not only come and take advantage of this, but 

also invite neighbors, friends, people who may be “spiritual but not religious.”  

The Rev. Susan Gibson, pastor of First Church of Christ, Congregational in Farmington and Fr. George 

are in conversation about furthering our dialogue on faith and race, possibly in the context of healing, 

during Lent 2020. Stay tuned for more information! 

Formation, in the Christian context, says that we are constantly trying to be formed into whoever it is 

God is calling us to be. Study and experience - in community - are truly indispensable ways of coming 

to know God in Christ more fully and deeply. We strongly encourage you to get involved in some way 

in adult formation this year. If you have ideas about a program that might bring us into contact with 

God, please let Fr. George know.  

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Closing Info 

In the event of an emergency, most often weather–related, parish closing information will 

be available on WTIC–AM 1080 radio and on WFSB–3 and WVIT–30 television stations. 

Whenever possible, a notice (e-flash) will be sent and the website updated as well. 
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Nominees to join Vestry at this month’s Annual Meeting 

Tom Nelson: Early on his family lived in Avon and were members of West Avon Congregational 

Church. The family moved to Farmington and joined St. James in 1954 where Tom was confirmed 

and served as an acolyte. He’s also been an usher. Tom attended Hartford State Technical College 

(ASEE) and Florida Institute of Technology (BSEE) and also holds an ALCM degree from the Insurance 

Institute of America. He worked for USF&G (insurance company), Seaco Insurance Company and 

Equifax. I live in the Highlands area of Farmington. 

Foster White joined St. James in 2019 from Church of Our Savior in Plainville. Foster has a long and 

extensive personal tradition in the Episcopal Church, having attended the South Kent School, been a 

part of several Episcopal congregations before coming to us, and has served on a number of Vestries 

over the years. Foster spent many years with The Executive Financial Services Community Banks in 

CT (44 years!) and worked in various areas in the banking sector within that company. Foster has 

spent a lifetime serving various communities in service, including more than 40 years on the board 

of the Farrell Treatment Center in New Britain and many years on the board of The Wheeler YMCA, 

just to name a few. Foster loves to sing and has performed with a number of local chorales (and 

served in leadership for them) and spent many years producing for the PCS Youth Theater. Foster 

has a passion for working with young people and, in addition to raising two sons of his own, has 

served with numerous local youth organizations. On top of all that, Foster is a councilman in 

Plainville!! “I have a passion for Education, Music and the fine arts. As a former Jaycee I still believe 

that ‘service to humanity is the best work of life.’ I find St. James to be a beacon of hope and love in 

the Farmington community, with Parish members serving the church and community in countless 

ways.” 

Jim Wilkie has been a member of St. James since 1997 and was married here in 2000 to his wife 

Donna. Jim has previously served on the Vestry and is an Usher. He also served on the St Andrew’s 

Guild involved with First Sunday Breakfasts. Jim recently retired from his job at Connecticut On-Line 

Computer Center after thirty eight years in the computer field, mainly in the IT field as a Senior Wide 

Area Network Specialist. He is looking forward to serving on the Vestry with the extra time he has on 

his hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for participating in the Christmas Angel Tree Ministry! 

Armen and I would like to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to those that supported the Christmas Angel 

Tree project which benefited the Adopt-A-Family programs at both the Friendship Service Center AND 

the Farmington Community Services. We adopted approximately 60 

individuals – children and adults included. Parishioners were asked to select 

one or more ornaments from the Angel Tree, purchase an appropriate 

Christmas gift, and return the gift to the church with the ornament attached 

serving as a gift tag. Approximately 40–45 individuals/families participated in this ministry and your 

kindness and donations are very much appreciated.  

Thank You! 

Sheila Church & Armen Michalak-Slusarz 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=angel+tree+clipart&view=detailv2&qpvt=angel+tree+clipart&id=D68E2D9FE17DA84CCDE3CFB0D4CAB94C64713819&selectedIndex=10&ccid=4fMCQh4b&simid=608028561343712418&thid=OIP.Me1f302421e1b9e926e2ff22fd5e57564o0
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Serving God by Serving Others – Update from Church by the Pond 

Did you know that soup kitchens are closed on Saturdays? To fill this gap, Church by the Pond, a 

ministry of Christ Church Cathedral in Hartford, sponsors a Eucharistic worship service and 

distributes bagged lunches and toiletry kits in Bushnell Park every Saturday year-round. On Saturday, 

November 2nd, St. James Parish provided cold-weather toiletry kits to our neighbors who are 

homeless and/or food-insecure. The afternoon began with a Eucharistic service celebrated by our 

own Fr. George in the beautiful outdoors, followed by distribution of bagged lunches from another 

Parish in the Diocese and toiletry kits from St. James. In the words of Church by the Pond, “We are all 

God's children and greet each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.” We are so grateful to 

Evan LaPointe with Jake and Anna; Fr. George & Tracey Roberts and Chloe, Jessica Watkin and 

Joseph, Susan Rubin, Sheila Church, and Neil & Pat Clark, who all worshipped with us and our 

neighbors in the Park and then handed out the kits. We also 

thank God for Jane Begin & Joyce Bettencourt, Cynthia Ellis, 

Nina Hayes, Jerry & Barbara Hess, Evan Lapointe & Brenda 

Holian, Elizabeth McBride, Dave & Donna Paye, Linda Reynolds, 

Susan Rubin, Henry & Marlene Skonieczny, Michael 7 Armen 

Slusarz, and Roland Therrien, who sponsored items to be 

included in the kits. And, we thank the travelers of St. James 

Parish who donated over 18 pounds of assorted travel-sized 

toiletry items, which we delivered to Cathedral to be distributed 

throughout the year at their boutique. 

Mark your calendars! We will have two opportunities in 2020 to continue in this important ministry. 

On March 21, 2020 we will provide toiletry kits with personal care items specifically requested by our 

friends in Hartford. We will be looking for financial sponsorship of the items in the kits and for a crew 

to worship in the Park and hand out the bags. More information coming in the new year! 

And, I’m excited to announce that after a four-year hiatus, St. James has the chance to provide 

bagged lunches again this year! We were offered the date of July 4, 2020. I know that many 

parishioners have missed the lunch ministry and I hope we’ll have many helpers despite the holiday 

weekend scheduling. We will be seeking bread, sliced cold cuts, sliced 

cheese, packets of mayo and mustard, fresh fruit, individual bags of 

chips, bottled water, homemade dessert, napkins, and lunch bags. We 

will need a crew to assemble the lunches and another group to worship 

in the Park and hand out the lunches. More information coming in the 

spring! 

You can read more about Church by the Pond at 

https://www.cccathedral.org/gods-mission/church-street-eats 

 

 

 

Celebrating January birthdays! 
 

Anna Bongiorno 

Erik Ososki 

Peter Wack 

Andrew Martin 

Evan Chekas 

Eli Johansen 

 

Todd Root 

Marcia Thomas 

Barbara Preneta 

David Geuser 

Regan Kelly 

 

  

https://www.cccathedral.org/gods-mission/church-street-eats
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Prayer Team – sharing thoughts 

On behalf of the prayer team we wish all of St James Parish a Very Blessed New Year. 

A New Year’s Prayer 

May God make your new year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 

   and by making you anxious to be there to help. 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 

~Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: Candlemas 
Feast of the Presentation of our Lord: Friday, February 1st 

On Friday, the 1st of February, at noon, we will celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord in 

the Temple. The feast has been celebrated since at least the beginning of the 4th Century, where it is 

referenced by bishops in sermons of the day that have survived. The feast is often called Candlemas, 

because light is an important part of the readings, and candles are often blessed and used at the 

service. In Luke 2:22–40, Mary and Joseph take the infant Jesus to the Temple, 40 days after His 

birth, so that Mary may be ritually purified. Jewish custom at the time was that women were ritually 

unclean after giving birth and would be purified 40 days after the birth.   

While coming to the Temple, Mary encounters the old seer Simeon, who takes the baby Jesus into his 

arms and celebrates that he has at long last seen the Messiah. His beautiful Song of Simeon 

(BCP, 135) gives us a glimpse into who Jesus will be. Mary is warned that her 

heart will be pierced to, foreshadowing Jesus’ death.  

Candlemas is a celebration of Simeon’s recognition of Jesus, and of Anna’s, 

and Jesus’ entrance into the community of people who would ultimately 

become his followers and disciples. The service begins with us all processing with candles into the 

church together. People are encouraged to bring candles that they might use in the coming year; they 

will be blessed later on. As we move through the season after Epiphany and await the beginning of 

Lent, recognizing and celebrating our Lord, who is the light of the world, seems most fitting.   

St. James Prayer Team … Praying together for you 
Always available, always confidential 

Armen Slusarz 

Carol Kirkwood 

Donna Paye 

Pat Clark 
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Summary of Vestry Minutes – November 21, 2019 

Present: Fr. George Roberts, EJ Ososki, Dona Waugh, Julia Grieco, Michael Slusarz, Rebecca 

McFarland, Jessica Watkin, Kim Pereira, Todd Root. Absent: Robyn Shover, Cathie Martin, 

Mimi Hostetter. 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

Youth Ministry 2019-20 

We welcomed Amy Steele, our Youth Minister who presented her curriculum for the youth for 2019-

2020, a month-by-month theme driven by a Scripture verse and a weekly lesson with goals and 

accompanying events. She also shared a list of characteristics she wants to instill in our youth. The 

current range of 6th to 12th grades can be challenging. Some activities will be done together while 

others will separate 6th to 8th grades from 9th to 12th grades. The Vestry thanked Amy for her 

presentation and for her excellent and important work with our youth. 

Finance/Treasurer’s report for October 2019 

EJ reported that our total income for 2019 is lagging, mostly due to current year pledge 

contributions. Our investment income has been better than expected and has helped us close some 

of the income gap.  

MOTION (Julia) to approve the report, Rebecca and Michael seconded, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

The following resolution came before Vestry; this is an annual event. 

“Resolution of the Vestry Meeting of 11/21/19: Whereas the Rev. George Roberts is employed as a 

minister of the Gospel by St. James Episcopal Church, Farmington, CT, which although providing a 

residence for him does not provide the full cost of maintaining and furnishing such a residence, the 

Vestry resolves that of the total compensation of $103,150 to be paid to the Rev. Roberts during 

2020, that $7,200 be designated a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as used in 

Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986 as amended, but in any event until further notice the 

parsonage allowance shall be $600.00 per month.” 

This allows $600 per month of Fr. George’s salary to be exempt from FICA to allow for the expenses 

of keeping up a house. EJ further noted that we do not yet have Fr. George’s 2020 salary, so that the 

$600 figure is an estimate, and suggested that we accept the resolution as written for now, and 

amend, if necessary, once we have an approved 2020 budget. 

MOTION (EJ) to accept the resolution, Julia seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Safe Church 

The ECCT has a new Model Policy for the Protection of Children and Youth which lays out who needs 

what kind of training depending on their role at church. There are not yet any sessions listed for 

2020. Vestry needs to read this document and understand it. We need to support Fr. George, who is 

the official responsible party, and carry this work forward into next year. Fr. George will ask the 

Diocese how we can meet these requirements and be ready to be audited when there is not currently 

a pathway to make this happen through sufficient training sessions. 

Attendance Update 

Church school attendance and average Sunday attendance are down considerably, about 20% in the 

last four years. In 2013-14 average Sunday attendance at 10:15 was 100-110, and is currently 80 

for 2019. We will probably wind up in the mid 80’s by year end. Meanwhile attendance at 8 o’clock is 

up. For a long time the average was in the mid-teens, recently we have been in the mid 20’s, and last 

weekend there were 31. Church School attendance is also way down. R. George believes the decline 
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is with people who consider themselves members not attending . We all need to talk about St. James 

when we’re out in the world. Let’s plan in January for us to have a conversation around this. 

St. Monica’s Warming Center 

The Rev. Tracy Johnson Russell is looking for volunteers to “host” overnight at St. Monica’s, which is 

becoming a warming center overnight for women and children during the “no freeze time” of 

December 1st – March 31st. Fr. George will make an announcement and put up a sign-up sheet and 

whatever people sign up will go into the rotation. They would need to be Safe Church trained. 

Happening 
It is Safe Church protocol that any overnight event must have a sponsor who is the group taking 

responsibility to oversee the Safe Church portion of the event. Camp Washington provides the facility, 

but the event is not sponsored by Camp, the North Central Region, or the Diocese. St. Peter’s and 

St. James would both be sponsors. 

MOTION (Todd) to sponsor the event, Rebecca seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Tuttle proposal for Feasibility Study 

MOTION (Todd) to move forward with the current proposal and make the $5,000 cost of the study 

part of the planning for the 2020 budget, Fr. George seconded. 

It was noted that it is important to make the commitment to the next step rather than completing the 

study and then not moving forward. The advantage of a feasibility study is that we would know what 

the next piece would cost. The Diocese is encouraging capital campaigns and says that historically 

when a campaign is conducted, annual giving rises. It was noted that exploring the feasibility of 

making this structure handicapped accessible is aligned with our ministry. It was also noted that 

we’re currently at 72% of where we want to be with pledges and that it would be more comfortable to 

make this commitment if that percent were higher. We could use the piece of the invested funds that 

is restricted for building. It was noted that we do not have additional quotes to compare. Julia 

volunteered to make calls and get additional quotes. It was noted that the feasibility study will not go 

stale in the next 3-5 years. 

AMENDED MOTION (Todd) to move forward with the current proposal and make a $5,000 maximum 

expenditure on a feasibility study part of the planning for the 2020 budget, Jessica seconded, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

New Ministry 

There will be a new service, beginning in February 2020, for the special-needs community. It will 

most likely on be on second Saturdays at 5 pm. This is Olivia Roberts’ Girl Scout Gold Project, for 

which Vestry previously approved the use of the parish hall. It will be a music- and movement-based 

service. The service will be open to all. 

RECTOR’S THOUGHTS 
January 26th, Annual Meeting after 10:15 service 

January 31st–February 1st: Vestry retreat. Unable to find a offsite location, we will have dinner out 

locally on Friday and reconvene at the parish on Saturday, 9 am–3 pm. Fr. Don Hamer, the recently 

retired Rector of Trinity Hartford will facilitate. 

 

MOTION (Todd) to adjourn, Rebecca seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 

We closed in prayer and adjourned at 9:42. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jessica Watkin, Clerk          
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11:00 Feast of 

the Holy Name 

Service 

 
 

2 
10:30 Eucharist 

at Touchpoints 

 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

4 

 

5 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 First Sunday 

Breakfast; Adult 

formation 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

6 
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8 
Annual Report 

submission 

deadline 

 

 

5:30 Evening 

Prayer & HE 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

9 
 

 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

11 
 

12 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation 

10:00 Nursery; 

Church School 

10:30 Amberwoods 

Ministry 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

15 
February Epistle 

submission 

deadline 

 

 

 

5:30 Evening 

Prayer & HE 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

16 
9:30 Prep/serve 

lunch at 

Friendship 

Service Center 

 

 

 

6:30 Evening 

Prayer 

7:00 Vestry 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 AA 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 Coffee Hour 

Youth Tubing & 

Lock-in 

20 
 

Parish office 

closed in 

observance of 

MLK Jr. Day 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Evening 

Prayer & HE 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

23 
 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

5:00 

Happening 

leader training 

6:30 AA 

25 
8:00 

Happening 

leader training 

 

26 
HE 8:00 & 10:15 

9:00 Adult 

formation 

10:00 Nursery, 

Church School 

11:30 ANNUAL 

PARISH MEETING 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Faith & 

Fries at 

Taprock 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Boy 

Scouts 

29 
 

 

 

 

5:30 Evening 

Prayer & HE 

7:30 Adult choir 

rehearsal 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

31 
 

 

 

 

6:00 Vestry 

Retreat 

Dinner 

6:30 AA 

 

       



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
We welcome all to worship and nurture spiritual growth through faith, grace and reason. 

We reach out to those in need as a caring community 

and live Christ's teaching to love one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

St. James Parish 
 

3 Mountain Road 

Farmington, Connecticut  06032 
 

Phone: 860–677–1564 

Fax: 860–677–8219 

Email: st.james.church@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.stjamesfarmington.org 

 

STAFF 
The Rev. George C. Roberts                 Rector 

Amelia (Amy) Steele                 Youth Minister 

Blake Hansen                      Director of Music 

Susan Deming                Parish Administrator 

Kelly Nauss                                           Sexton 

Laura Vacca                       Nursery Supervisor 

OFFICERS 

Cathie Martin & John Smith, Wardens 

EJ Ososki, Treasurer  

Jerry Hess, Asst. Treasurer  

Jessica Watkin, Parish Clerk  

VESTRY 
      2018                                2019     2020 

Bill Raymond             Cathie Martin             Julia Grieco  

Chris Roach            Michael Slusarz      Rebecca McFarland  

John Smith               Todd Root            Dona Waugh  

 

St. James Parish 

3 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06032 

 


