
Sunday, May 16, 2021, 9:30 a.m.  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Holy Eucharist Rite 2 

Hymn   Hail, thou once despised Jesus (vv. 1, 2, 4) Hymnal 495 

 

 

The Word of God 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg. 355 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen 

 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Collect for Purity  BCP pg. 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
   receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Word of God 

Collect of the Day  

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and 
exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

Reading Acts 1:15–17, 21–268 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred 
twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through 
David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have 
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- one of these must become a witness 
with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 

Psalm 1 (responsively, the people’s response in bold) 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 



It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

Reading 1 John 5:9–13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he 
has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those 
who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given 
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. 

HYMN  Christ, whose glory fills the skies (vv. 1–2)  Hymnal 7 

 
Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

   People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



The Holy Gospel John 17:6–19 

Jesus prayed for his disciples saying, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 
and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my 
joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

     The Gospel of the Lord 

   People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HYMN  Christ, whose glory fills the skies (v. 3) see previous page 

The Sermon  The Rev. George Roberts 

The Nicene Creed  BCP pg. 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  

Lord God, we pray that you may make us one, even as you and Christ are one, responding Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

O God, we your servants ask your blessings upon the church universal, especially for the Anglican 
Communion, the Episcopal Church, and for our parish community of St. James. Where the church is in 
conflict, we pray you will heal, redeem, and create in it an instrument of peace and love. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

God, bless the nations of the world with your wisdom and peace. Where there is violence, please Lord, 
bring peace. Where there is hatred, in your peace, bring about love. In all things give leaders of the 
world an abiding sense of your love that leads to loving others and to act accordingly. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

Good and loving God, protect this world that sustains us. Give us, your children, the wisdom to care for 
the all of your creatures and to treat all persons with dignity, respect, and kindness. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

God and Redeemer, cast out the self-loathing that leads us into sin and self-destructive behaviors. For 
all who are homeless, struggling with addiction or recovery, dealing with mental illness, marital or 
family challenges, the strength and courage to seek comfort and hope in You. For those who have 
asked for our prayers, especially Jim, May, Nina, Lola, Jonah and Lisa, John Beer, Carmen Propiescus, 
Bob Ives, Barbara, Gail Richey, Henry, Marlene, and Kim, Michael Walling, Nicholas, and all others we 
pray for now, silently or aloud [pause] …. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For all who have died, especially New Haven firefighter Ricardo Torres, Jr. and those who have died by 
violence, and any for whom we now pray [pause] …. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Celebrant: God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – we sing your praises and lay our needs and longing at 
your feet. Make us one, brothers and sisters all, as you, in the Holy Trinity, are one. We ask all things in 
the Name of the one who died and rose again. Amen. 

Confession of Sin  BCP pg. 330 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Peace 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem En prière  G. Fauré 

If the voice of a child can reach You, O my Father, 
Listen to the prayer of Jesus, on his knees before You! 

If You have chosen me to teach your laws on earth, 
I will know how to serve You, noble King of kings, O Light! 

On my lips, Lord, place the salutary truth, 
In order that he who doubts should with humility revere You! 

Do not abandon me, give me the necessary gentleness, 
To ease suffering, to relieve sorrow, the misery! 

Reveal Yourself to me, Lord, in whom I believe and hope: 
For You I wish to suffer and to die on the cross, at Calvary! 

The Great Thanksgiving – Prayer B  BCP pg. 367 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St. James, the Apostle and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

During Holy Communion, those at home, who cannot physically receive Communion, are encouraged to 
say the following prayer, one of spiritual Communion: 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I present to You my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that they may always be united to You. And since I cannot now receive 
You, O God, sacramentally, I beseech You to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to You, 
Almighty One, and embrace You with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate You 
from me. May I live and die, ever in Your love. Amen. 

 [Armed Forces Prayer Book, 1951] 

 



After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Announcements 

HYMN  Go preach the Gospel (vv. 1, 3, 5) LEVAS II no. 161 

 

 

The Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



Serving this week 

Crucifer  Chloe Roberts 

Altar Guild  Janet LaPierre-Green 

Lector  Janet LaPierre-Green 

Ushers                          Robyn Shover & Janet LaPierre-Green 

Care Ministry/Flower Delivery Susan Rubin 

This morning’s altar flowers are given in honor of Drew’s 
college graduation & our wedding anniversary. 

~ Elizabeth & John McBride 
 

 

                       
 

 

Thank you to Rachel Abrams for sharing her music with us this morning. 

Join us online for worship this morning! Watch us on Facebook Live (you do NOT need to have a Facebook 
account) – https://bit.ly/StJamesLive 

Movements in Faith returns! TODAY at 2 pm, we will resume the once monthly (3rd Sunday of every month) 
worship celebration called Movements in Faith. Movements in Faith was developed last year but went on 
hiatus because of COVID-19. Movements is a worshipful time intended to serve people with special needs and 
their families, playing simple but fun and worshipful music, playing a game to open, hearing a reading from 
scripture, and all can join in with special instruments that anyone can use! All are welcome and invited, no 
matter where you are on your spiritual journey, no matter your need, no matter your tradition. We will have 
our service outside on the front lawn. Many families with a member who has special needs have felt 
unwelcome in church settings in the past. Again, all are welcome. Bring your own lawn chairs, if you would 
like, but chairs will be available for all.  

Feast of Pentecost: Next Sunday, May 23rd, we end the season of Easter with the 
celebration of Pentecost! Join us for an in person, outdoor service on the lawn of St. James 
(weather permitting) at 9:30 am. We will have special music, singing from our choir (in 
person, socially distanced) and a time to be together outdoors for the first of many Sunday 
services to come through the summer months. Wear something red in honor of the Feast of 
Pentecost, come casual, and let us bless the Lord. Bring your own lawn chair or seating of 
choice. Some chairs will be available here at the church.   

Sunday Bible Study is on hiatus until June 6th when we begin exploring the Letter to the Hebrews. Please plan 
to join us on the 6th at 11:15 a.m. via Zoom 

 

https://bit.ly/StJamesLive


Thy Kingdom Come – Thy Kingdom Come is a global movement begun in the Church of England that 
encourages each person to pray for 5 folks who have not yet come to an understanding of Christ’s presence in 
their lives. The Church provides a wealth of resources to help you bolster and explore your own prayer life in a 
different way, too, during the period from Ascension Day (Thursday, May 13th) to the 
Day of Pentecost (Sunday, May 23rd). Below are two resources you might find 
stimulating, hopeful, and possible on your journey through the days between 2 
important feast days of the church.  

 Novena for Pentecost – A novena (meaning ‘9’) is a traditional way to pray for a 
specific intention leading up to a major feast day or season (there are novenas 
leading up to Christmas, Easter, and for focus on certain issues). The link 
provided will give you instructions on how a novena is prayed and prayers for Ascension Day on May 
13th and for Pentecost on May 23rd, but the novena itself is prayed on the 9 days in between. All you 
will need is provided in this link: http://bit.ly/TKCNovena21  

 Prayer Journals – Journaling is a way that some people focus on their prayer life, writing down 
questions about faith, moments of awareness, thoughts about prayer or family life. During the season 
between Ascension and Pentecost, we invite you to use the prayer journals, which are available in the 
narthex, to write down what is happening in your prayer life, as a way to go deeper into that spiritual 
prayer life. Each day (11, including Ascension and Pentecost) has a short scripture passage, brief 
reflection, and a prayer for you to use as a central part of your prayer life during that time. A deeper 
spiritual life is possible for anyone who wishes to have one and sometimes a journal can aid us in 
finding a disciplined life of prayer that may have eluded us in the past.  

The lectionary readings for next week, Pentecost, May 23rd are: 
Ezekiel 37:1–14; Psalm 104:25–35, 37; Acts 2:1–21; John 15:26–27, 16:4b–15 

Friendship Service Center is open for volunteers who wish to help out in the Soup Kitchen. Our 
day has been changed to the third Tuesday of each month. FSC recommends that only those 

who have received both their 1st and 2nd vaccines volunteer. Three to four volunteers are needed 
each month. You should plan to arrive 9:15–9:30 am; the shift ends at 1 pm. A sign up sheet is 
posted in the Narthex. The new procedure for volunteers is to park in the lot behind the Soup 

Kitchen and enter through the 241 Arch Street door where your temperature will be taken prior to entering 
the kitchen. Thank you for helping with this mission project. Please contact Linda Larkin with questions: 
llarkin101@comcast.net or 860 404-2240. 

Join us for worship during the week on Facebook Live on St. James Parish’s Facebook page: 
https://bit.ly/StJamesLive 

Mondays for Morning Prayer at 9 am 
Wednesdays for Evening Prayer at 5 pm 
Fridays for Compline at 7:30 pm. 

Pledge giving envelopes: the boxed envelope sets are available for you to pick up from the table in the 
narthex (open 24/7), if you requested envelopes when you submitted your 2021 pledge.  

 

 

http://bit.ly/TKCNovena21
mailto:llarkin101@comcast.net
https://bit.ly/StJamesLive


Spiritual Life Center June program: Spirituality & Science: the New Story of 
the Universe. In this program, Stephan Martin will show us how the dynamics 
that shape the Cosmos also shape our lives. The program will include a 
presentation, small group interaction, a Q & A session with a panel, and time 
for reflection. Anyone who would like to know more about Spirituality and the 
Universe is encouraged to attend. Clergy, chaplains, therapists, spiritual 
companions, and other caring professionals will find the program greatly 
enhances their work. Stephan Martin is an astronomer, educator, and writer 
who has taught astronomy and physics at colleges and educational centers across the U.S. for over twenty 
years. He is experienced at helping people apply such knowledge to their spiritual lives. 

Three sessions will be offered via Zoom on consecutive Tuesdays, June 15, 22, and 29 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. 
The topics are: 

• June 15th –DeepTime principles – Context, Matrix, Interiority, Action 
• June 22nd –Chaos, breakdowns, and deep patterning in the cosmos and our lives 
• June 29th –Quantum physics and the Spirituality of Paradox 

The suggested registration fee is $35 per session or $80 for all three. For those on a budget, we ask $15 for a 
single session and $35 for all three. For questions, contact obrockmeyer@spiritlifectr.org . To register, go to 
https://www.spiritlifectr.org/new-story-of-the-universe 

Communion on the go: We’ve had many inquiries regarding Holy Communion in recent months. One of the 
many challenges of COVID-19 for us, as people of God engaged in Episcopal worship, is that the vast majority 
of our parishioners are not able to come to in person worship right now. Anyone who wishes to receive Holy 
Communion, but cannot come to in-person worship, can contact Fr. George to set up a time to receive 
Communion. We know this is not perfect or the way that folks would most like to receive Communion, but in 
these COVID-ravaged times receiving the blessing and grace of Eucharist cannot be overstated. We hope to 
hear from you! 
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St. James Parish 

3 Mountain Road in Farmington, CT  06032 
 Tel. 860–677–1564          www.stjamesfarmington.org  
The Rev. George C. Roberts, Rector 
The Rev. Doug Engwall, Deacon 
Amy Steele, Youth Minister 
Blake Hansen, Director of Music 
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