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The Word of God 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg. 355 

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 



Collect for Purity  BCP pg. 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
   receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect of the Day  

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, 
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Reading  Deuteronomy 34:1–12 

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 
opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all 
Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western 
Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as 
far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your 
eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died 
there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land 
of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was 
one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had 
not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the 
period of mourning for Moses was ended. 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on 
him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses. Never 
since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. 
He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the 



land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the 
mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight 
of all Israel. 

Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17 (responsively, the people’s response in bold) 

Lord, you have been our refuge * 
from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
"Go back, O child of earth." 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

You sweep us away like a dream; * 
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * 
be gracious to your servants. 

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

Show your servants your works * 
and your splendor to their children. 

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 

Reading  1 Thessalonians 2:1–8 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you 
know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the 
gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 
As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a 
pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from 
others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle 
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our 
own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
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The Holy Gospel Matthew 22:34–46 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of 
David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your 
feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an 
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

HYMN  In times like these (v. 3) see previous page 

The Sermon  The Rev. George Roberts 

The Nicene Creed  BCP pg. 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 



    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People  
Let us cry out to God, who always listens, and offer prayers for the poor, the 
marginalized, the oppressed, and needy, responding, Lord, hear our prayer.  

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Ian and Laura, our bishops, George, our rector, for 
this holy gathering, and for the people of God in every place. We pray, Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

For upcoming elections, candidates for public office, and leaders everywhere that they 
may make wise decisions, tempered with your mercy, for all your people. We pray, Lord, 
hear our prayer.   

For our Annual Appeal for Stewardship, for prayerful reflection, and the sharing of what 
we are able to the continuing life and mission of Christ through this place. We pray, 
Lord, hear our prayer.  

For our town and communities, for our families, friends, and all those we love. We pray, 
Lord, hear our prayer.  

For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, refugees, widows and 
orphans, and those without clothing or shelter. For those who have asked for our 
prayers, especially Peter Hufstader, Krissy Raymond, Moe Shover, Jonah and Lisa, Dee, 
Michael, Grayson Mark Langan, John, Laura, Samantha Rogers, Henry, Marlene, and 
Kim; Ann, Peggy, Dennis, Elaine, Bonnie Mullen, and all others for whom we pray, 
silently or aloud … We pray, Lord, hear our prayer 

For those who rest in Christ and for all the departed, especially The Rev. Carl Reynolds 
and those we name now, silently or aloud, … We pray, Lord, hear our prayer.   

Celebrant: God of eternal love, hear the prayers we offer this day and enable us to obey 
your commandments with all our heart and soul and mind, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



The Peace  

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Anthem Pledge of Peace R. Gomez 

The Doxology 

The Great Thanksgiving – Prayer C  BCP pg. 369 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 
and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us 
from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

During Holy Communion, those at home, who cannot physically receive Communion, are 
encouraged to say the following prayer, one of spiritual Communion: 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving. I 
present to You my soul and body with the earnest wish that they may always be 
united to You. And since I cannot now receive You, O God, sacramentally, I 
beseech You to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to You, Almighty 
One, and embrace You with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate 
You from me. May I live and die, ever in Your love. Amen. 

[Armed Forces Prayer Book, 1951] 
 



After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for Stewardship 

Generous God, I give thanks to you for the gifts you have given me -my life, my family, 
my friends – time, talents, and material possessions. All that I have comes from you. 
Help me to remember this and rejoice in your goodness. Walk with me, my God. Help 
me on my spiritual journey, so that I may constantly renew my relationship with you and 
all the good people in our parish and beyond. 

Renew in me your Spirit. Give me the strength and courage to become a better follower 
of Jesus, to be a disciple. Help me hear the call to “Come, Follow Me.” I give glory to 
you, my God, as I make stewardship a way of life. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Announcements 
  



HYMN  Immortal, invisible, God only wise (vv. 1, 3, 4) Hymnal 423 
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The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Serving this week 
Crucifer Chloe Roberts 

Altar Guild Nina Hayes 

Lector Mimi Hostetter 

Ushers Michael & Armen Slusarz 

Care Ministry/Flower Delivery Dona Waugh 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God & 
in loving memory of Herbert Christian Hagele. 

~ Nina Hayes 

                       

Thank you to Rachel Abrams for sharing her music with us this morning. 

Join us online for worship this morning! Watch us on Facebook Live (you do NOT need to have 
a Facebook account) – https://bit.ly/StJamesLive 

Sunday Bible Study: Please join us via Zoom as we begin our study of Romans, following 
worship on Sunday morning. We will convene at approximately 11:00 a.m. (NEW time) and 
share a time of discernment and discussion. The Zoom meeting info is: 

https://zoom.us/join 
 Meeting ID: 872 9689 7556; Passcode: 971582 

Join us for worship during the week on Facebook Live on St. James Parish’s Facebook page: 
https://bit.ly/StJamesLive 

Mondays for Morning Prayer at 9 am 
Wednesdays for Evening Prayer at 5 pm 
Fridays for Compline at 7:30 pm. 

Communion on the go: We have had many requests and inquiries regarding 
Holy Communion in recent months. One of the many challenges of COVID 
for us, as people of God engaged in Episcopal worship, is that the vast 
majority of our parishioners are not able to come to in person worship right 
now. Worship is the primary way that most people, in ordinary 

circumstances (which we are not in), would receive Holy Communion. We are offering the 
Blessed Sacrament during our in person worship, but realize we need to develop a way that 
folks who cannot be physically with us can receive Communion, too. Going forward, anyone 
who wishes to receive Holy Communion, but cannot physically come to Church right now, can 
call Fr. George (or email) and set up a time to receive Communion. You can come by the church 
and Fr. George will come out to your car, socially distanced, and say a prayer with you and give 
you a pre-packaged “Communion kit” that will contain already consecrated Holy Communion 
and a prayer card. Fr. George is also happy to come to your home and do this through your 
screen door, on your deck, porch or patio … in other words, we can find a way that is safe and 
still allow for reception of Holy Eucharist. We know this is not perfect or the way that folks 
would most like to receive Communion but, in these COVID-ravaged times, receiving the 
blessing and grace of Eucharist cannot be overstated. We hope to hear from you! 

 

https://bit.ly/StJamesLive
https://zoom.us/join
https://bit.ly/StJamesLive


The lectionary readings for next week, November 1st are: 
 Revelation 7:9–17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1–3; Matthew 5:1–12 
 
The Friendship Service Center is very much in need of gently used twin bed sheet sets (fitted 
and top sheet). Apparently, the sheets at FSC get a lot of wear and they try to change them out 
a lot. Until Sunday, November 1st, we will collect twin sheet sets in good 
condition. There is a box in the narthex and thank you for your generosity. 
We continue to need non-perishable items for FSC and Gifts of Love, bins 
already in narthex. Think about the poor when you go shopping and grab and 
extra item or two 

We have a exciting Christian Formation year for our congregation and beyond, in this program 
year. We partner with the Spiritual Life Center (SLC), in West Hartford, to present a year on 
Christian Spiritual Practices. Part of walking the way of Jesus and truly living the Christian life 
means drawing forever closer to the Divine presence. In our busy lives, however, finding new, 
creative, and practical ways to live the Christian life and engage in our spiritual journey (we are 
all on one, by the way) can be very challenging indeed. Our next workshop on Christian Spiritual 
practices comes in November. Signup is available at http://bit.ly/StJamesLectio  

Lectio Divina, Celeste Calabotta. Tuesday, November 10th, 6:30–
8:30 pm Celeste is a spiritual director and Lay Carmelite, and has been in 
retreat ministry at Our Lady of Calvary Retreat Center in Farmington for 
10 years and began studying contemplative prayer over 15 years ago. 
She has coordinated Lectio Divina prayer groups at Our Lady of Calvary 
and St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in West Hartford. 

“The ACLU Campaign for Smart Justice is an unprecedented, multiyear effort to reduce the U.S. 
jail and prison population by 50% and to combat racial disparities in the criminal justice system. 
The U.S. incarcerates more people, in both absolute numbers and per capita, than any other 
nation in the world.” Mass Incarcerated, Prison Reform, Bail Reform, and Prosecutorial Reform 
are all part of the Smart Justice Initiative, which seeks to empower people who have suffered as 
a result of incarceration – and the people who love them – to find their voice.  

On Monday, November 16th, from 6:30–8 pm, St. James Parish will host the Smart 
Justice Initiative via Zoom. Smart Justice will present their documentary, Smart Justice: 
Year One, then have a discussion about the content and aims of the film and the work 
SJI is doing to end mass incarceration and racism in the criminal legal system here in 
Connecticut and how folks can take action and get involved. Claudine Fox, Smart Justice 
campaign manager, Anderson Curtis, and Gus Marks-Hamilton will lead us in a 
conversation around the issues above. Join us on the 16th. 

 

St. James Parish 

3 Mountain Road in Farmington, CT  06032 
 Tel. 860–677–1564 

The Rev. George C. Roberts, Rector 
Amy Steele, Youth Minister 
Blake Hansen, Director of Music 

www.stjamesfarmington.org   

http://bit.ly/StJamesLectio
http://www.stjamesfarmington.org/

